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Abstract 
 
Colleges and Universities across America are integrating “green” initiatives and 
environmentally focused programs into campus policy.  Community gardens provide an 
example of one method that institutions are utilizing in an effort to showcase their 
commitment towards sustainability.  This report focuses on establishing a framework 
that may be utilized in order to create a successful community gardening program at 
Bowling Green State University (located in Bowling Green, Ohio).  Past community 
gardening programs at Bowling Green State University are analyzed in this study to 
determine how prior community gardening programs at the University disbanded.  
Current community gardening programs at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, Colby 
College, and Virginia Polytechnic and State University are discussed in order to 
highlight different methods of establishing and maintaining a community garden within a 
university/college setting.  Finally, suggestions are made that would allow for a 
community garden to be established and maintained at Bowling Green State University. 
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Introduction 
American culture poses a dire threat to the environment as American‟s 
consumption habits continue to escalate.  According to the Global Footprint Network (an 
organization that promotes environmental literacy by analyzing consumptive habits and 
creating a “footprint” that depicts the average consumer‟s pressure on the planet), “If 
everyone lived the lifestyle of the average American we would need 5 planets” 
(“Footprint Basics - Introduction").  Fortunately, as more Americans learn about the 
dangers that society poses to the environment, sustainable alternatives are being 
sought.  Over the past few decades, a green revolution has bloomed across the world.  
This wide-scale shift in focus from over-consumption towards limiting impact on the 
Earth‟s ecosystems is largely due to the knowledge that the average American‟s habits 
pose a threat to humanity‟s only home.  This green revolution has infiltrated many 
aspects of society, as citizens seek eco-friendly appliances for their homes, local and 
organic food to take home to their families, and automobiles that run on alternative fuels 
or simply require less petroleum to function.  Businesses (ranging from multi-national 
corporations to family-owned and -operated ventures) are reaching out to consumers, 
attempting to meet their demands for environmentally-ethical products.1  
Colleges and universities are no exception to this trend, as many schools have 
created sustainability initiatives and established green programs in order to attract 
prospective students, who are increasingly environmentally-conscious.  According to 
Paul Rowland, Executive Director for the Association for the Advancement of 
Sustainability in Education (AASHE), approximately 1,0002 educational institutions in 
                                                          
1
 Terms in bold can be found in the Glossary. 
2
 I made every effort to find information regarding the number of institutions that are attempting to 
incorporate “green” initiative campus policies.  Statistical data was lacking, and no conclusive list could be 
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the United States are focusing on sustainability operations and curriculum (Yates).  
AASHE has created a rating system that universities and colleges may utilize in order to 
highlight their commitment towards sustainability.  AASHE‟s STARS program assesses 
a school‟s commitment to the environment by grading the school, focusing on three 
main categories of credits, including Education and Research (ER), Operations (OP), 
and Planning, Administration & Engagement (PAE).   Participation in the STARS 
program requires gathering extensive data and sharing it publicly, and such a task 
represents a commendable commitment to sustainability.  With over 250 institutions 
participating in AASHE‟s STARS program, it is clear that many schools are heavily 
investing in sustainable practices ("STARS - A Program of AASHE").  This trend 
towards a focus on sustainability is further illustrated by the fact that over 600 
universities and institutions of higher learning in the United States have signed the 
American College and University President‟s Climate Commitment,3 declaration of a 
school‟s commitment towards reducing carbon emissions and fostering environmental 
programs ("Mission and History"). 
One specific aspect of the green revolution that colleges and universities are 
attempting to incorporate into their business plans consists of a movement focusing on 
sourcing food sustainably.  This food movement began in the 1970s with the onset of 
                                                                                                                                                                                           
found that identified the number of institutions that are focusing on integrating environmental policies into 
their business frameworks.  I attempted to provide some context for the scope of this trend by citing 
AASHE and the American College and University President‟s Climate Commitment, two organizations 
that have compiled a list of participating institutions that have made a public commitment towards 
sustainability. 
3
 The American College and University President‟s Climate Commitment consists of “a network of 
colleges and universities that have made institutional commitments to eliminate net greenhouse gas 
emissions from specified campus operations, and to promote the research and educational efforts of 
higher education to equip society to re-stabilize the earth‟s climate. Its mission is to accelerate progress 
towards climate neutrality and sustainability by empowering the higher education sector to educate 
students, create solutions, and provide leadership-by-example for the rest of society” (Mission and 
History). 
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food price inflation and the publication of several key works4 that criticized the new 
industrial agriculture system (Pollan, “The Food Movement, Rising”).  These actions 
taught Americans to think about the ecological implications of modern food consumption 
habits (Pollan, “How Change is Going to come”).  Current issues within the modern, 
industrialized food system stem from the expansion of farms.  While farming used to 
occur on a small scale, by individuals, it is now conducted on a vast scale by multi-
national corporations.  This new method of growing a large monoculture of crops relies 
on synthetic fertilizers and pesticides in order to maintain high crop yields.  Production 
of animal protein has also changed.  While animals raised for food consumption were 
once raised on small farms with ample access to the outdoors, they are now housed in 
large Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs), where large numbers of 
animals are confined in a small space to be fattened up before they are slaughtered.  
CAFOs rely on high doses of antibiotics in order to keep the confined animals from 
catching illnesses and dying prematurely, and the waste generated by such a large 
quantity of animals with such high levels of chemicals and antibiotics in their systems is 
highly toxic.  Aside from the threats posed on the environment by CAFOs, consumers 
must also contend with genetically-modified produce.  Genetically-engineered produce 
poses health risks to consumers, although companies are not required to label such 
produce under current federal law, leaving Americans unaware regarding the food they 
are ingesting (“Our Failing Food System”).  This industrialized food system has also 
contributed to the obesity epidemic and such diet-related diseases like diabetes, and 
has caused an increase in food-borne illnesses.  According to Eric Schlosser (quoted in 
                                                          
4
 Pollan mentions works by Wendell Berry, Francis Moore Lappé (Diet for a Small Planet), and Barry 
Commoner in his article “The Food Movement, Rising” as being key influences on the food revolution that 
began in the 1970s (Pollan, “The Food Movement, Rising”).  
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an article for the Standford Business Graduate School by Margaret Steen), author of 
Fast Food Nation and creator of the documentary Food, Inc., the industrial food system 
is “a perfect vector for spreading diseases” (Steen).  While public policy concerning 
these issues is lacking, popular consciousness regarding these issues is increasing, 
and consumers are beginning to demand changes (Pollan, “How Change is Going to 
come”).  
Community gardens may serve as one component of a university‟s sustainability 
program that specifically targets the above-mentioned issues concerning modern food 
production.  Peggy Barlett states in her article titled “Campus Sustainable Food 
Projects: Critique and Engagement” that “food can be a strong location for campus 
sustainability efforts because of its economic clout, corporate connections and 
emotional resonance” (Barlett).  Universities generate a large sum of money by serving 
food to students, faculty, staff, and visitors in dining facilities, and one method of 
increasing this already substantial amount of revenue is to promote sustainable food 
options (which consumers may be willing to pay for at a higher price).  Furthermore, 
universities that choose to source food using sustainable methods may have a large 
impact on the food culture of the surrounding region, because area food distributors will 
need to change production methods as they seek to meet the university‟s demand for 
ethically-sourced food.  Finally, food has emotional resonance with consumers, as it is 
necessary for our survival.  The fast pace of American society today dictates that 
consumers purchase food from business and companies that are often more interested 
in generating a profit than producing healthy, sustainable food products.  Americans are 
growing weary of this trend and are beginning to source food items that are produced in 
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using more healthy or sustainable means.  Universities may tap into this emotional 
connection with food by touting the items served in dining halls as being healthier and 
better for the environment, which ultimately builds consumer trust.  Aside from use as a 
marketing ploy, attracting prospective students by highlighting the institution‟s 
commitment to sourcing local produce and reducing the school‟s impact on the 
environment, community gardens provide many other benefits colleges and universities.  
Many institutions of higher education have begun gardening programs in order to foster 
community bonding for both students and faculty, as it has been found that community 
gardens may build and nurture community capacity, or the “sum total of commitment, 
resources, and skills that a community can mobilize and deploy to address community 
problems and strengthen community assets” (Twiss et. al.).  Additionally, schools may 
utilize gardens as a method of incorporating hands-on, experiential learning.  
According to Barlett, “community gardens and farmer‟s markets add an experiential 
learning component” to universities who chose to employ these programs (Barlett).  
Students benefit when institutions incorporate experiential learning programs into 
classrooms, as these classes offer hands-on experiences that may provide students 
with future advantages when searching for a career after graduation.    
History of Community Gardening Programs 
 According to Michael Broadway‟s article entitled “Growing Urban Agriculture in 
North American Cities: The Example of Milwaukee,” community gardening in the United 
States began as early as the 1893 Depression.  Broadway explains that the Mayor of 
Detroit created the first community gardens when he enacted a program that converted 
the city‟s vacant lots into gardens that were used to feed newly unemployed citizens.  
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These gardens were called “Pingree Potato Patches,” and news of the interesting 
solution towards reducing hunger prompted other cities such as Boston, Buffalo, 
Chicago, and Providence to create similar programs.  These initial community 
gardening initiatives began to decline once economic prosperity was regained within the 
nation at large, although similar programs were created at the onset of World War I and 
World War II (in the form of victory gardens). More recently, cities began to reinstate 
such programs during the oil shock of the 1970s, and community gardening programs 
continue to benefit communities across the country to this day (Broadway).   While 
community gardens have historically served as a method of alleviating hunger in 
impoverished communities, today these gardens are utilized by a diverse group of 
individuals including newly arrived immigrants (as gardening may help immigrants 
maintain cultural traditions through ethnic food production) as well as individuals who 
are focused on providing locally-sourced, healthy produce for his or her personal 
consumption.  Community gardens also allow citizens in urban areas the ability to 
produce their own food, when otherwise they would be unable to do so, due to a lack of 
space or ownership of arable land (Twiss et. al.).   
Community gardening programs take several forms.  Two of the most popular 
formats for community gardens include an allotment garden, or a garden that is 
divided into individual plots that will be tended by one gardener; the second popular 
format for a community garden is a collective garden, in which all volunteers benefit 
and can gather produce from the garden as a whole, with no personal ownership over 
any one part of the garden.  Recently, school gardens have grown in popularity and 
these gardens represent a third format that community gardening may take.  School 
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gardens benefit students by acting as an outdoor classroom for a variety of classes, all 
the while producing food for the school‟s cafeteria (Heide).  Colleges and universities 
have recently begun to incorporate community gardens and similar programs into their 
campuses in order to promote sustainability.  Peggy Barlett conducted a study that 
sampled 30 American colleges and universities that were identified over a five-year 
period as innovators in sustainability, specifically through food production efforts.5  
Barlett considered schools from all geographic regions in the United States, including 
both public and private institutions.  According to Barlett‟s study, “many campus projects 
are at an early stage” as the trend towards incorporating green initiatives focusing on 
food production is relatively new, having emerged over the last two decades (Barlett). 
Overview of Bowling Green State University 
While gardens offer many benefits to the institutions that choose to utilize such 
programs, relatively few colleges or universities have set forth to create such initiatives.  
This, however, is not the case for one school located in northwest Ohio.  Bowling Green 
State University (hereafter BGSU), located in Bowling Green, Ohio (see Figure 1), has 
established at least three community garden projects over the past few decades, and 
the surrounding community currently houses two community gardens (which are not 
affiliated with the university). 
                                                          
5
 No conclusive list could be found that depicts the total number of institutions that are incorporating 
community gardens into their sustainability initiatives.  Furthermore, Barlett‟s study was one of the only 
peer-reviewed studies that I found while researching this trend that provided any context for the 
prevalence of community gardening at colleges/universities in the United States. 
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Figure 1  Map of Bowling Green, Ohio, including the campus of BGSU, which is roughly boxed in red.  
Interstate 75 is showcased in order to provide context for the school’s location (Google Maps). 
BGSU was founded in 1910 as a teacher training institution, although in 1929 the 
school expanded to allow students to pursue four-year degrees through the College of 
Education and the College of Liberal Arts.  In 1935, the school achieved full university 
status, and currently the university has several colleges, including the College of 
Education & Human Development, Health &Human Services, Business Administration, 
Arts & Sciences, Technology, and Musical Arts (“History and Traditions”).  Today, the 
school caters to students representing all 50 states and over 70 countries, with more 
than 800 full-time faculty members (“About BGSU”).  While this state university is 
situated in a small town setting, over 17,000 students attend classes at BGSU 
(FindTheBest.com).   
I-75 
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BGSU, like many other schools across the nation, has shown dedication towards 
the environment by establishing a multitude of green initiatives.  The school currently 
employs a campus-wide sustainability coordinator, whose job is to establish and 
maintain environmentally-focused programs and initiatives.  BGSU also offers a variety 
of environmentally-focused majors to its students, including environmental science, 
environmental health, and environmental policy.  Furthermore, recent renovations to 
campus buildings as well as new construction has resulted in the school housing at 
least four Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certified 
structures on its campus, including two state-of-the-art dining facilities (“Office of 
Sustainability.” Bowling Green State University).  Finally, BGSU has joined the ranks of 
other dedicated schools by signing the aforementioned American College and 
University President‟s Climate Commitment, with the goal of reaching carbon neutrality. 
In order to assess BGSU‟s commitment towards the environment, I compared 
BGSU to a group of similar schools in the region.  I identified comparable schools by 
utilizing FindTheBest.com‟s university/college comparison guidelines, which analyzed 
the number of students attending each school as well as each school‟s rankings and 
other key criteria.  I searched for information in the database concerning BGSU, and the 
website provided a list of similar schools in terms of class size, the total number of 
undergraduate and graduate students enrolled, and other criteria.  Three schools that 
are comparable to BGSU include Ohio University, the University of Toledo and Wright 
State University. 
Around 26,000 students attend Ohio University (hereafter OU) in Athens, Ohio 
(FindTheBest.com).  This University employs a Director of Sustainability, and has also 
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signed the President‟s Climate Commitment.  OU has also created a long-term 
sustainability plan and utilizes many “green” programs, such as a composting program 
and other various green initiatives ("Office of Sustainability." Ohio University).  
The second school that was considered as comparable to BGSU was the 
University of Toledo, located in Toledo, Ohio (hereafter UT).  Approximately 22,000 
students attend UT, and this school has also signed the President‟s Climate 
Commitment (FindTheBest.com).  UT also has a Director of Energy Management, and 
the University utilizes many green programs through its SEED initiative, representing its 
commitment towards Sustainability, Energy Efficiency and Design ("The SEED 
Initiative”).  
Finally, Wright State University (hereafter WSU), located in Dayton, Ohio, is 
slightly more comparable in terms of size to BGSU, with around 18,000 students in 
attendance (FindTheBest.com).  WSU also employs a Director of Sustainability, and the 
school recently signed the Tallories Declaration,6 an environmental commitment similar 
to the President‟s Climate Commitment.  WSU has many green initiatives, including a 
campus community gardening program that was created in 2012, through which 
produce is grown and donated to the WSU Food Pantry ("Sustainability").   
Overall, it is clear that schools in the region are making strides to lower their 
impact on the environment, and BGSU is no exception to this trend.  BGSU has already 
made many strides in its commitment towards sustainability.  BGSU has created 
                                                          
6
 The Tallories Declaration was “composed in 1990 at an international conference in Talloires, France, 
this is the first official statement made by university administrators of a commitment to environmental 
sustainability in higher education. The Talloires Declaration (TD) is a ten-point action plan for 
incorporating sustainability and environmental literacy in teaching, research, operations and outreach at 
colleges and universities. It has been signed by over 350 university presidents and chancellors in over 40 
countries” (“Tallories Declaration”). 
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sustainability initiatives that focus not only on operations (through incorporating 
sustainable features into new construction and by reducing emissions), while also 
focusing on civic engagement (by establishing “green” initiatives that focus on raising 
environmental awareness and educating students about consumption habits).  Other 
institutions, like OU and UT, have chosen to focus on creating sustainability initiatives 
that focus on campus operations.  WSU and BGSU are more unique in the sense that 
these institutions are not only reducing emissions, but are also educating students and 
visitors about environmental issues, through a variety of additional “green” initiatives.  
While BGSU may not be unique in the sense that it is pursuing sustainability strategies, 
BGSU should continue to pursue this goal and incorporate a variety of programs into its 
sustainability plan. 
I am particularly invested in BGSU‟s future, as I will soon graduate with a 
bachelor of science from the institution.  I have attended BGSU for the past four years 
as an undergraduate, and I am honored to have gained much knowledge through a 
liberal arts education in its halls.  I am sure that each student experiences courses at 
university that broaden his or her knowledge and perhaps change his or her perspective 
on certain topics, and I am no exception to this rule.  One course in particular has had a 
lasting and profound impact on my life, by introducing me to the issues inherent in the 
industrial food system.  As a first-year student at BGSU I was required to enroll in a 
General Studies Writing course, but I opted to take an Honors version of the course as I 
am a member of the University‟s Honors Program.  The course required that students 
research topics relating to food and write several papers about their findings in order to 
hone students‟ writing skills and to prepare them for future research projects.  To be 
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completely honest, I enrolled in the course because I was enticed by the idea that I 
would be able to study and eat food while fulfilling a requirement that I needed to 
graduate.  Prior to taking this course I was unaware of the environmental impact that 
food has in our society or of the myriad other negative impacts of our current 
industrialized food system.  The General Studies Writing course highlighted hot topics 
regarding food production, such as the benefits of organic food production as well as 
the growing movement focusing on sourcing food locally.  This first-year writing course 
opened my eyes and preyed on my heart, and I have forever been changed by the 
knowledge that I acquired.  In fact, I felt so passionate about the issues that were 
discussed in the class, that I changed my major in order to learn more about the 
environment, and to someday find a career that would allow me to educate others about 
these issues and to help turn-back the negative impacts that industrial food production 
has made on the environment over the last century.  I have since participated in an 
internship at an organic Community Supported Agriculture program, volunteered at a 
local community garden, and studied abroad in the United Kingdom, all in order to 
further satiate my desire to gain more knowledge about the far-reaching environmental 
impacts that society‟s consumptive habits impose on the environment.  I find that as I 
approach the end of my undergraduate career, I feel tethered to the institution that has 
served as my home for the past four years, and I also feel compelled to see new 
environmental initiatives take place.   
This report serves as the capstone Honors Project that I am required to create in 
order to graduate from BGSU as a member of the University‟s Honors Program.  As I 
began to consider topics that I might pursue for this capstone project, I realized that I 
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ultimately wanted this project to serve future students, faculty, and staff at BGSU in a 
positive way by showcasing the university‟s history while prompting future changes at 
the school.  While I am a proud falcon, I know that BGSU can make further steps to limit 
its impact on the environment, and I urge the school to continue to consider any avenue 
that would benefit its students, faculty, staff, and the surrounding community in this 
regard.  I hope that I will be able to impart some knowledge regarding the topics that I 
am most passionate about through the completion of this project before leaving this 
institution.  As such, the goal of this paper is to identify and document the community 
gardens that BGSU once housed, in order to analyze the setbacks of these past 
initiatives and determine any future implications for a potential community garden at 
BGSU.  I hope to identify the key reasons these past gardens failed to be successful in 
the long-term, as well as to formulate a comprehensive plan that would facilitate the 
creation of a future community garden at BGSU.  It is my strong belief that a community 
garden, or a related gardening project, would benefit both students and faculty at 
BGSU, while helping the school to reach its goal of attaining carbon neutrality.   
Methodology 
I employed a variety of methods while researching BGSU‟s past gardens for this 
report.  Qualitative and field research forms the bulk of the research that was conducted 
for this study, in the form of personal interviews with current faculty and students 
attending BGSU, as well as faculty members with knowledge regarding the former 
community gardens that BGSU once housed.  I chose to interview certain subjects after 
consulting with the faculty advisors that aided me in the creation of this project.  I also 
utilized my own knowledge of the BGSU campus and surrounding community of 
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Bowling Green (as I had attended classes at the university for three years before 
beginning this project) when identifying interview subjects.  Furthermore, interviews 
were conducted with community garden program directors from a variety of other 
institutions in order to ascertain the key components that current, successful7 gardens 
require in a university setting.  I was able to identify these interview subjects after 
conducting initial research regarding schools in the country with community gardens.  
After identifying a list of colleges and universities with community gardens (by analyzing 
journal articles and articles in online periodicals such as the Princeton Review), I 
acquired contact information for each school‟s community garden and then consulted 
the appropriate sources in my interviews.  The majority of the interviews that were 
conducted for this paper consisted of email correspondence, although a few interviews 
were conducted in person, and one interview was conducted over the phone.  The 
interviews that were conducted in person or over the phone generally lasted around an 
hour, and a variety of questions were asked (see Appendix F for interview questions). 
In order to supplement the data from the above mentioned interviews, archival 
research was also conducted to find additional primary sources in the form of 
documents regarding BGSU‟s past gardens.  Data was collected via BGSU‟s Center for 
Archival collections, located in BGSU‟s Jerome Library.  A few key sources were 
consulted through this venue, including grant proposals that were written for some of 
BGSU‟s community gardens.  The primary sources detailing BGSU‟s community 
gardens added insight and helped refute or support comments made from students, 
                                                          
7
 For this report, I chose to define a successful gardening program as a program that manages to meet or 
exceed its initial goals by serving the college/university community as well as meeting the needs of area 
citizens who may or may not be affiliated with the college/university.  Furthermore, successful gardening 
programs gain interest over time and grow in terms of size, economic investment, agricultural production, 
or civic involvement (or any combination of these factors).   
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staff, and faculty members who were interviewed regarding BGSU‟s gardens.  Finally, 
library research was conducted in order to gain further insight regarding the history of 
community gardens and the recent surge of university community gardens.  Past BGSU 
yearbooks and microfilm articles of BGSU‟s newspaper The BG News were analyzed in 
order to identify gardens that were once housed at the university.  Additionally, peer-
reviewed articles from academic journals provided further insight regarding the benefits 
of community gardens, in both residential and university settings.    
While qualitative research is prone to bias (as interviewees may not accurately 
recall facts, or may insert their own personal bias when providing information), such 
research was largely necessary to gather much of the data needed for this report, as 
few records exist that depict past gardens at BGSU or current gardens at other 
universities.  I encountered much difficulty when conducting research, since few 
documents could be found regarding BGSU‟s past community gardens; furthermore, 
community gardens at other universities often did not have much documentation either.  
Complicating matters further, most of the documentation that was available was largely 
incomplete, which made it difficult to create solid conjectures regarding BGSU‟s past 
gardens or gardens at other schools.  Therefore, the interviews that were conducted for 
this study comprise the basis of this report, although I made every effort to round out 
these sources with other factual evidence in the form of grant proposals, newspaper 
articles, and other sources of information. 
History of Bowling Green State University’s Community Gardens 
After conducting numerous interviews with faculty and staff members from 
BGSU, and searching for grant proposals and other documents related to BGSU‟s 
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former community gardens, I was able to identify that three separate gardens had 
served BGSU in the past, along with one gardening initiative that serves the larger 
community of Bowling Green. 
Dr. Steel’s Community Gardening Initiative 
The first of these gardens was proposed by Dr. Steven Steel (who was employed 
as a lecturer for the University‟s Environmental Programs department8 at the time) in 
1998.  Steel submitted a grant proposal to the Partnerships for Community Action (PCA) 
committee, which awarded grant funding to projects that sought to serve both BGSU 
and the surrounding community of Bowling Green (for more information regarding the 
history and demise of BGSU‟s PCA committee, see Appendix C).  Steel‟s proposal 
sought to convert 100 acres of land owned by BGSU to a restored habitat and 
community garden space.  The proposal specifically requested initial funding for the 
community garden, which would be used by citizens of Bowling Green and BGSU 
participants.  The targeted land was north of Poe Road and east of Mercer Road, 
intersecting I-75 (see Figure 2, below).  This area included a small woodlot and a driving 
range for Forest Creason Golf Course, although much of the land was currently leased 
out by the University to farmers who performed intensive row-crop agriculture on the 
site (Steel, Grant Proposal). 
                                                          
8
 Some re-organization of this department has occurred over time.  At the time of this particular grant, in 
1998, the department went by the title of Environmental Programs, although the department is now 
referred to as the department of Sustainability.   
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Figure 2  Map displaying the proposed site for the restoration and gardening site.  The entire area is outlined 
in orange, while the site of the present day restored habitat is outlined in red.  Interstate 75 and Poe Road are 
showcased in order to provide context for the garden’s location (Google Maps).  
A selection of BGSU students, faculty, and concerned community members did 
not approve of this current use of the site, as the current method of agriculture 
implemented on the land had numerous degrading impacts on the surrounding water 
and soil (see Appendix A for a list of concerned students, faculty, and citizens, as well 
as a selection of letters in support of the grant proposal).  The land was utilized as a site 
for corn production, and the site consisted of a monoculture that relied on industrial 
agriculture techniques (such as pesticides and other environmentally-degrading 
chemicals) for production.  This group of citizens and BGSU representatives also had 
issues with the University‟s failure to create a long-term management plan9 for the area.  
Furthermore, the land did not provide for enhanced education or research opportunities 
at the time, which was especially detrimental as the university did not own a field lab for 
Environmental Science students (a major which consisted of nearly 250 students at the 
                                                          
9
 A management plan (in this context) refers to a detailed plan that would highlight the university‟s future 
use of the land.  The lack of a management plan concerned the citizens and BGSU representatives, since 
the University did not have any set goals that would allow for the future environmental protection of this 
land. 
 
 
I-75 
Poe Road 
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time), nor did the university maintain a field site for agroecology or ecological 
restoration.  Overall, the group of concerned citizens and BGSU representatives 
sought to create a management plan that would allow for the land at the site in question 
to be protected and restored as a natural habitat.  Restoring the site would allow 
university classes to utilize the land, creating an easily accessible site for field research, 
which the University lacked at the time.  The university lacked research space or a site 
that would allow students to conduct field-work and research, and this grant proposal 
sought to address these needs (Steel, Grant Proposal). 
Steel‟s proposal allowed for community outreach by converting the use of the 
land from intensive agriculture to a restored habitat and gardening space.  In a personal 
interview, Steel explained that his main motivation for creating the garden proposal was 
to create a space that could be utilized by his students for research.  According to Steel, 
much of the Department‟s focus at the time centered on ecological restoration, which 
mainly occurred to the north, at a site located within Oak Openings Metropark in Toledo, 
Ohio.  Steel sought to create a more local destination that students could utilize for 
ecological restoration.  Largely, Steel hoped that the space could be used by his 
Environmental Problems (ENVS 3010) students, as the class was structured to consider 
the feasibility of creating a green belt (Steel, Personal Interview).  While the site 
focused on research, organic agriculture was also promoted for use on the site, as it 
would be less intensive than the chemical-ridden, industrial agriculture currently 
conduced on the site, while preserving water and soil quality.  Steel argued that creating 
this restored habitat and community garden space would allow for the expansion of 
educational opportunities (by creating a site that could be utilized by university classes 
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for field research and experiential learning), while assisting in recruiting students, by 
differentiating BGSU from other colleges and universities (Steel, Grant Proposal). 
The proposal was accepted, and funds were provided in order to create the 
restored habitat and community garden space.  In 1998, only one to two acres were 
used as agricultural land, while the rest of the area was meant to stay fallow in order to 
allow chemicals to leach out of the soil.  All agriculture conducted on the site was 
organic and chemical-free.  Originally, Steel argued that the site could house 
demonstration and research plots (showcasing natural agriculture, crop rotations, and 
other agricultural concepts), as well as community garden plots that could be used by 
students, faculty/staff, and Bowling Green community members.  The proposal outlined 
plans to eventually develop a Bowling Green Community Supported Agriculture initiative 
as well, although this project never came to fruition (possibly due to a lack of funds or 
administrative support).  The funds acquired through the PCA grant provided for a small 
storage shed, used to house tools and equipment.  Funds were also used to buy seeds 
and other materials needed for the gardening space.  Compost bins and cold frames 
also were scheduled to be constructed, which would allow for a three-season harvest.  
The proposal also outlined a long-term goal of incorporating a greenhouse in order to 
allow for year-round harvest.  The proposal also identified an oversight and planning 
committee, to be made up of BGSU students as well as faculty and staff and Bowling 
Green citizens.  The intention of the proposal was that the garden would be managed 
primarily by students enrolled in Environmental Studies courses, as well as interns, 
students conducting independent study projects, and student volunteers from various 
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organizations, as well as faculty/staff volunteers and interested community members 
(Steel, Grant Proposal). 
 While the grant proposal called for ecological restoration of the area as well as 
maintenance of research gardening plots, initial funds were utilized primarily for the 
community gardens.  While the community garden no longer exists at the site, the 
restored habitat remains on the site today in the form of a prairie, and is utilized by 
BGSU classes occasionally, although the site is no longer maintained as an active 
ecological restoration site, in the sense that restoration initiatives are no longer 
maintained at the site (Steel, Grant Proposal).10  
After conducting a personal interview with Steel, as well as researching 
correspondence between Steel and the PCA committee regarding the grant that was 
awarded in 1998, it is clear that certain key components of this garden led to its demise. 
The first issue that arose for this particular gardening project was focused on the 
availability of University-owned land to be used for the initiative.  Initially, Steel proposed 
that the gardening and restoration project should occur on University-owned ground, 
north of Poe Road.  However, the University did not agree to contribute the proposed 
land for the project‟s use.  Currently, the restoration project mentioned in this proposal 
exists on the site, although any sign that a community garden existed on the site is 
gone.  Steel explained in a personal interview that the restoration project occurred after 
the community gardening program began, although the gardens were not situated on 
                                                          
10
 I have personally visited this restoration site through a field trip that was conducted as a part of the 
Field and Lab Methods (ENVS 3010) class, a class that all Environmental Studies students are required 
to take in order to graduate.  Classes utilize the site in order to conduct field research, which allows 
students to gain hands-on experience working in a field setting to collect data.  This is a skill that is 
necessary to foster in students, as many careers relating to Environmental Science (and other related 
sciences such as Biology and Botany) require.   
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land that was suggested in the grant proposal.  Steel explained that the original scope 
of the restoration project was to restore the entire 100-acre area, although the 
University did not agree to a project of such a large scale, as the school did not want to 
lose the money it gained from renting the area out as farmland (Steel, Personal 
Interview).  Therefore, the prairie restoration and community garden programs were 
scaled back.  Instead of placing the community garden and prairie restoration projects 
on the same site, the gardening portion of the project was first uprooted to a residence 
owned by Professor Paul Yon, of BGSU.  This site did not prove favorable, however, 
because it was too far removed from BGSU‟s campus,11 so the project was again 
moved to a different residential location along the corner of north Main Street and 
Frazee (Steel, Grant Proposal).  While this final location was closer to campus, it was 
not on land owned by the University outright, which proved an issue for the longevity of 
the gardens.  Furthermore, Steel argued that a future site for a garden must be located 
more centrally on campus as he felt that “students will not be willing to travel too far for 
a gardening plot” (Steel, Personal Interview).12 
A second cause of this garden‟s failure to remain prosperous in the long-term 
was the fact that few people were initially involved in the project.  The grant proposal 
states that the “number of direct participants was disappointingly low for the initial year,” 
as only 20 people were listed as being actively involved of the gardens.13 The grant 
                                                          
11
 The grant proposal fails to provide an exact location for this garden, merely mentioning that the garden 
was located South of BGSU‟s campus at the time.   
12
 While Steel does not go further to explain why he feels a centralized location would be necessary for a 
garden‟s success, I assume that he felt that the off-campus location of the community garden hindered 
student involvement in the project.   
13
 It is difficult to determine why Steel felt such disappointment at having 20 members initially involved in 
the program, as he does not specify further what led him to feel this way in his grant proposal.  According 
to the proposal, around 250 students had declared environmental majors at the time, so perhaps Steel 
assumed more students would be interested in the project.  The proposal also fails to mention whether or 
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goes on to express hope that the garden would gain more popularity in the coming 
years, although it appears that this was not the case, as the garden ended a few short 
years after its inception (although no concrete end date for the project could be found) 
(Steel, Grant Proposal). 
Finally, this community garden project lacked continuous support in the form of 
funding and maintenance from students, faculty, staff, and administration.  As the PCA 
grant simply provided start up funds for the program, it was necessary for other sources 
of funding to be identified for future growth of the program.  If the program were to 
continue on successfully, then it would be necessary for more students, staff, and 
faculty members to gain interest in the project, since the project depended on volunteer 
involvement due to the lack of an established position allowing for continued 
maintenance of the garden.  Furthermore, Steel (the faculty member who largely 
created the project) soon left the University, leaving the project without further 
leadership.  Without a strong leader from either BGSU‟s faculty or administration, and 
with very few participants involved in the program to carry on its legacy, the garden 
ceased to exist in the coming years (Steel, Personal Interview). 
Dr. Palamar’s “Crossings” Garden 
In 2002, another community gardening grant proposal was submitted to the PCA.  
This new initiative was spearheaded by three co-directors, including Collette Palamar, 
an instructor from the Center for Environmental Programs; Grace Nash, Director of 
Activities for the Wood County Committee on Aging; and J. Steve Fulks, director of the 
gerontology program at BGSU.  The grant set out to establish a partnership between 
                                                                                                                                                                                           
not these 20 volunteers were mainly students, faculty, or staff.  Also, the proposal does not specify if 
students who were involved in the project did so out of their own free will or simply because they were 
required to volunteer in the garden for a class.   
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the University and the community, by allowing elderly citizens of Bowling Green to 
volunteer at an organic gardening site.  Furthermore, produce from the site would be 
donated to the Wood County Senior Center (Palamar, Nash and Fulks).  
 Interestingly, this new PCA grant mentions that Palamar was currently acting as 
manager of BGSU‟s campus restoration project (the same prairie restoration project 
mentioned in Steel‟s earlier PCA grant), and that she had overseen the installment of 
community gardening plots at the site.  This campus restoration project was the same 
initiative that Steel had piloted in the PCA grant from 1998.  When I mentioned this to 
Steel in an interview, he mentioned that Palamar had taken over the project when he 
left.  I sought to interview Palamar in order to assess how the gardens came to fruition, 
but was unable to establish contact with her, as she is no longer in the area and does 
not work at BGSU presently.  Therefore, it is difficult to establish any details regarding 
the creation of this community garden, but it appears that the gardens were eventually 
installed at Steel‟s initial proposed site, along Poe Road in Bowling Green, on campus 
property.  A graphic included in Palamar‟s grant proposal depicts the restoration site, 
and mentions that 16 gardening plots had been installed in the Spring of 2001 (see 
Appendix B for images of the Crossings Garden and a map of the site) (Palamar, Nash 
and Fulks).   
 Palamar‟s PCA proposal sought to set an example of small-scale organic 
agriculture for the surrounding community, in order to educate citizens on the benefits of 
organic gardening, and to provide the knowledge and tools necessary for interested 
citizens to create their own backyard gardens.  This grant proposed an expansion of the 
current gardens, by suggesting that 16 additional gardening plots be installed at the site.  
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Palamar argued that expanding the gardening project would provide healthy, organic 
produce to older citizens who may not be able to garden on their own.  Finally, the 
initiative would provide educational opportunities (as the site would serve as a space 
where field research could be conducted and field trips could take place, allowing 
students to learn about different methods of food production) to both students and 
community members, while promoting relationships between students and senior 
citizens (Palamar, Nash and Fulks).   
 Palamar explained that the project would incorporate two student interns from the 
Environmental Programs department, and another two from the Gerontology 
department.  These interns would work with senior citizens who showed interest in 
volunteering at the site, while keeping a record of the success of the project for 
posterity.  The proposal explained that students enrolled in Introduction to 
Environmental Science (ENVS 101) and Environmental Problems (ENVS 301) would 
work with interns to prepare the existing gardens for the upcoming growing season and 
to create the new gardening plots.  While the Environmental Science interns would 
focus on the upkeep of the garden, as well as conduct research regarding best planting 
practices and recording harvest, the Gerontology interns would focus more on 
interacting with the elderly volunteers at the site by interviewing volunteers and 
assessing their interest in the project.  The project outcomes would be assessed by 
analyzing the varieties of plants located at the site, and the amount of produce received 
from each plant variety.  The budget for the grant centered on purchasing supplies for 
raised beds as well as tools, seeds/seedlings, mulch, compost, a lawn-mower, and 
compensation for the student interns (Palamar, Nash and Fulks).    
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 Palamar was successfully awarded the necessary funds to expand the 
community garden.  After six months, Palamar described the initiative as a “fledgling 
success”.  Palamar explained that students and interns had installed the 16 additional 
raised beds in the spring of 2002.  Two student interns, Diana Golob and Janet Hall, 
were selected from the Center for Environmental Studies.  No further mention is made 
regarding the Gerontology department‟s participation in the project; one assumes that 
the department withdrew from the project, although no concrete evidence suggests this 
(Palamar, Nash and Fulks).  The report goes on to mention that a new partnership had 
been forged with Wood Lane Residential Services, a local company that provides care 
and housing to residents of Bowling Green with developmental disabilities (“Services”).  
Palamar explains that she was approached by Gina Baker, an Americorps volunteer, 
who sought to establish a connection between the gardens and Wood Lane, in order to 
allow mentally challenged senior citizens to enjoy the gardens.  While this partnership 
was not initially planned out or detailed in the PCA grant, Palamar welcomed the new 
participants with open arms, and she went on to explain that she hoped to allow Wood 
Lane residents to rent out individual plots in the garden in the coming years (Palamar, 
Nash and Fulks).   
 The proposal documents included two reports produced by student interns Janet 
Hall and Diana Golob.  These reports provide further information regarding the 
maintenance and success of the project.  In Hall‟s report, she explains that the site not 
only contained community garden space, but also consisted of a native butterfly garden 
and prairie restoration site.  Hall explains that the butterfly garden site was merely five 
feet away from the gardens.  While caterpillars from the butterfly gardens would 
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occasionally disrupt the agricultural crops, volunteers were taught to embrace this 
challenge, as it was a sign of the success of the other surrounding initiatives taking 
place at the location.  Organic gardening practices were largely used in order to have no 
adverse impacts on the surrounding butterfly and prairie projects, as any harmful 
chemicals applied to the garden crops could leach into the soil or have negative impacts 
on the surrounding area.  Hall also details that the gardens mainly followed a square 
foot gardening layout, a concept that was pioneered by Mel Bartholomew in the book 
Square Foot Gardening (first published in 1981).  This method of agriculture focused on 
planting crops within a square foot, rather than in the traditional row-crop formation that 
is utilized by industrial monoculture.  By planting produce within a square-foot frame, 
gardeners have better access to plants and can more easily maintain gardens when 
weeding and watering crops.  Hall also explains that 16 plants were positioned within 
each square-foot space, but suggested that in the future this number should be reduced 
to 12 per plot, in order to allow each individual plant more room to grow.  Hall goes on to 
explain that two open houses were held at the gardens, which allowed community 
members to visit the site and learn more about the project.  Hall also mentions that Holly 
Myers, a Lecturer for the Center of Environmental Programs, brought a class of AIMS14 
students to visit the site for a lecture on biodiversity during a 2002 summer session field 
trip (Hall).    
Intern Diana Golob went on to describe the initiative in more detail.  Golob 
explains that the gardening plots included two theme gardens.  The theme gardens 
                                                          
14
 BGSU‟s Academic Investment in Mathematics and Science (AIMS) program seeks to “increase the 
number of women and students of color who graduate from BGSU with majors in Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math (STEM), and who proceed to get terminal degrees in their fields then ultimately 
perform cutting-edge research and/or teaching (“To reach the stars”). 
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consisted of an herb garden and a “salsa” garden, in which the different components 
necessary for salsa were planted (such as tomatoes, peppers, onions, and herbs).  
Golob also explains that certain plant species were incorporated into the gardens to 
benefit the agricultural crops in some manner.  Flowers such as Gazania and marigolds 
were planted amidst crops in the square-foot gardening space; as research suggests 
that these plants may help ward off pests or replenish soil with additional nutrients.   
Golob‟s report also identifies that not having a steady water supply was a large point of 
concern for the gardening project.  A shed had been installed at the location using funds 
from Steel‟s previous PCA grant, and rain barrels had been installed next to the shed in 
order to collect water for the crops.  However, Golob explains that the summer was very 
dry and that interns struggled to acquire the water needed to maintain the crops.  Golob 
mentions that she had to bring water to the site from her home on a few different 
occasions, and that the interns also had to borrow water from the nearby driving range 
at least once over the course of the summer.  In order to combat this issue in coming 
years, Golob proposed the installation of a grey water system at the site that would 
utilize excess grey water from the nearby driving range in order to irrigate crops.  
Finally, Golob mentions that while the senior citizens greatly appreciated the donations 
of produce, they did not seem very keen on volunteering at the location due to the heat 
and the sheer difficulty of gardening (Golob).   
Over the course of the 2002 growing season, Palamar‟s team helped to solidify 
an existing garden concept on BGSU-owned property by expanding the gardens and by 
forging partnerships with community organizations, including Wood Lane Residential 
Services and the Wood County Senior Center.  However, it is difficult to truly assess the 
Tello 32 
 
success of this gardening initiative, as no records were kept regarding the number of 
participants who actively volunteered at the site.  The grant proposal only mentions that 
the two interns maintained the site, along with one very active senior citizen and a 
family who lived nearby.  Furthermore, a detailed record of the harvest was not provided 
(possibly due to the fact that the student interns were placed in charge of these records, 
and a lack of experience working in such a capacity may have led to poor record 
keeping).  While interns did keep a record of the varieties of produce that were planted 
in the garden and scored each plant in order to assess the success rate of the different 
plants, they failed to describe the system that was used in order to assign these marks.  
The only information that was provided was that the interns assigned a rating of 1 to 3 
stars in order to showcase the vitality of each plant variety (Hall).  Therefore, one does 
not know whether the plants with three stars (the most successful plants using the 
interns‟ scale) produced the most fruit, the largest fruit, or whether the plants simply 
grew to be the largest.   
It is difficult to determine what exactly led to the demise of this particular 
gardening initiative, because I have yet to find more information regarding the end date 
of the project in general.  It seems that the project suffered from internal issues, as 
evidenced by the fact that the Gerontology Department never assigned interns to the 
project or showed further participation in the program aside from helping to create the 
initial grant proposal.  The lack of records pertaining to the number of volunteers or the 
harvest further complicates the matter of assessing the garden, as it is difficult to clearly 
determine how much interest was sustained in the program or how successful the 
program was at meeting its goals of providing produce to local senior citizens and 
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forging bonds between senior citizens and University students;  I, therefore, must 
speculate that the garden did not remain successful in the long term due to a lack of 
interest in the program, combined with physical issues such as the lack of water at the 
site.   
Environmental Action Group’s Community Garden 
The final community garden that was found to previously exist on BGSU‟s 
campus was initiated by a student organization called the Environmental Action Group 
(hereafter EAG) in 2004.  I initially heard about this garden while conducting preliminary 
interviews with Dr. Holly Myers, Lecturer for BGSU‟s Department of Sustainability.  
Myers explained that a student-run garden had been created in the early 2000‟s 
(Myers).  I also conducted an interview with Dr. Nick Hennessey, BGSU‟s Sustainability 
Coordinator.  Hennessey was able to provide me with some information regarding this 
student-led garden, mainly by explaining that the garden was located on a grassy patch 
of land that is now used by the university marching band for practice.  Hennessey also 
stated that the garden was fairly small and was only used during the summer months 
(Hennessey).  An article published in the University newspaper, The BG News, 
described the garden in more detail.  According to the article, “U. Group will Plant 
Community Garden,” the garden was created by students Dena Swaney and Jaclyn 
Mercede, co-presidents of EAG.  The students chose to place the garden on campus, 
next to parking Lot 12 and the Perry Fieldhouse (see Figure 3 below).   
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Figure 3  Map of BGSU showcasing Lot 12, Perry Fieldhouse and the location of the EAG community garden 
(boxed in red).  Interstate 75 and Poe Road are showcased to provide context for the map, and the site of the 
Palamar/Steel garden is boxed in blue as well (Google Maps). 
This location was chosen as students felt it was a large enough site that would enable 
expansion of the garden in coming years, and that the site had good visibility because it 
was in close proximity to a popular parking lot utilized by students.  The students sought 
a location that was easily accessible for students, in order to best facilitate volunteer 
efforts at the garden.  Furthermore, a highly visible location would ensure that the 
garden was well-known by the university community.  Swaney explained that she came 
up with the idea of creating a community garden at BGSU after participating in a class 
trip to New York City‟s South Bronx, where she visited a community garden and gained 
inspiration.  Swaney argued that gardening is a positive way to bring people together, 
and it can foster neighborhood development, beautification, recreation, and therapy.  
Mercede further explained that the goal of creating a community garden on campus was 
 
Lot 12 
Perry 
Fieldhouse 
 
Poe Road 
I-75 
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to educate fellow students about food production and the importance of natural 
resources (Delisio).   
EAG‟s community garden largely consisted of a variety of vegetables, flowers, 
and herbs contained in raised beds, with some additional supplies such as a trellis for 
climbing plants and a fence.  The key goal of the “Campus Community Garden” was to 
produce a large amount and variety of produce, which would potentially be donated to 
area businesses (Delisio).  One of the proposed recipients of the garden‟s produce was 
Squeakers, a local restaurant that served the community of Bowling Green with 
vegetarian and vegan dishes as well as holistic products from its inception in 2000, to its 
closure in 2012 (“Squeaker‟s Vegetarian Café”).  The produce in the community garden 
was grown organically, and the project aimed to incorporate other environmentally-
conscious procedures, such as recycling and rain water retention, that would highlight 
different methods students could utilize to lower their impact on the surrounding 
environment (Delisio). 
It proved difficult to garner further information regarding EAG‟s community 
garden, as the group did not create a grant proposal in order to fund the garden; it 
seems that the organization must have used its own funds to establish the project.  
Also, it appears that the community garden located along Poe Road had ended by 
2004.  However, due to the lack of records concerning the garden, it is difficult to 
establish when EAG‟s garden ended.  Since Hennessey remembers seeing the EAG 
garden in action when he first began working at the university nine years ago, I can 
assume that the EAG garden must have ended sometime around 2006 or 2007, shortly 
after Hennessey began working at the University (Hennessey).  Myers suggested that 
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the garden suffered from a lack of volunteers and water shortages (Myers).  The fact 
that the garden was run by a student organization with little to no support from faculty, 
staff, or administration appears to be the largest stumbling block for this garden, as it 
would create a large issue for the project to continue once the students who initiated the 
program graduated.   
Rooftop Garden at The Oaks Dining Hall15 
After EAG‟s garden fell to the wayside, Dr. Hennessey explained that he used 
the same patch of land in order to create a garden for one of his classes.  Hennessey 
taught a class focusing on sustainability through BGSU‟s Chapman learning community 
(located in Kohl Hall) around 2007, and  one of the projects conducted by the class was 
to construct some cold frame mini hoop houses and to grow some vegetables within 
these hoop houses.  Hennessey‟s class garden did not follow the concept of a 
community garden necessarily, but it was built on the footprint of the EAG garden.  This 
was a short lived garden, as Hennessey only taught the class through the Kohl Hall 
learning community for two years, and the concept was not pursued further after the 
class was finished (Hennessey). 
Hennessey went on to describe another gardening project that was undertaken 
at the university.  Hennessey explained that a rooftop garden was installed at one of the 
campus dining halls, called The Oaks, by an Introduction to Environmental Science 
(ENVS 1010) class in 2012.  Hennessey stated that he struggled to find any willing 
student or faculty volunteers to tend to the garden over the summer growing period, and 
that the Office of Campus Sustainability had to care for the Garden‟s maintenance.  
                                                          
15
 While this rooftop garden did not follow the same large-scale, community garden approach as other 
gardens included in this paper, it encountered similar issues that a community garden would face, such 
as a lack of volunteer interest, and was therefore included in this report. 
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However, when the fall semester began, Hennessey found many willing and excited 
students who sought to volunteer in the rooftop garden.  Hennessey argues that the 
greatest obstacle for a gardening program at BGSU is the awkward timing of the 
summer growing season in relation to the academic year (Hennessey).   
Current Off-Campus Community Gardens 
Although BGSU does not currently have a community gardening program located 
on campus, the surrounding community of Bowling Green is served by two well-
established community gardens.  These gardens are located at Peace Lutheran Church 
on West Wooster Street, and First United Methodist Church along East Wooster Street 
(see Figure 4 below).   
 
Figure 4  Map displaying Peace Lutheran's location (purple dot) and First United Methodist's location (red 
dot) in relation to BGSU's campus (boxed in red).  The site of the Palamar/Steel garden is boxed in blue, and 
the EAG garden site is boxed in orange.  I-75 is labeled to provide context for the map (Google Maps). 
 
I-75 
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I personally visited the garden located at First United Methodist in the summer of 
2011, and the garden at that site continues to be prosperous to this day, in the sense 
that the garden is actively maintained by volunteers and continues to serve the 
surrounding community.  I began to gain more knowledge regarding the history of these 
community gardens while conducting preliminary interviews for this project, after 
speaking with Dr. Jane Rosser, Director of BGSU‟s Office of Service Learning.  Rosser 
explained to me that the off-campus community gardens were initiated by a university 
organization in order to foster community outreach for low-income areas.  According to 
Rosser, the locations for the off-campus gardens were chosen because the two 
churches were easily accessible by citizens in low-income housing; in particular, the 
garden at First United Methodist sought to encourage citizen involvement from a nearby 
apartment complex (Rosser).   
According to an article in The BG News, entitled “Group Provides Community 
with Fresh Vegetable Gardens,” the off-campus gardens were established in 2008 by 
the university organization Freedom.  Freedom was a student organization that sought 
to raise awareness of social issues while strengthening the surrounding community.  
Freedom was hosted by the university‟s campus ministry, United Christian Fellowship 
(UCF).  Oddly enough, the article goes on to state that the idea for the community 
gardens arose from UCF/Freedom‟s annual trip to the South Bronx in New York City, 
which was the same motivation for the earlier campus community garden established by 
EAG.  Students who participated in this trip learned that community gardens serve as 
an increasingly popular and valuable tool for low-income areas.  Freedom sought to 
establish a “true” community garden in which anyone could visit the garden and take as 
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much produce as he or she wished at any time.  While participation in the garden was 
encouraged, it was not necessary for visitors to volunteer in the garden in order to gain 
a share of the harvest.  Overall, the goal of the project was to bridge the gap between 
the campus and community by promoting volunteer work and humanitarianism in the 
community through pairing students together with church members and community 
members.  Funding for the project consisted largely of donations from community 
organizations, businesses, and individuals.  In particular, Toledo Grows (a local 
community gardening outreach program) donated all of the seeds for the gardens, while 
providing further assistance and knowledge about establishing a community garden.  
The Bowling Green Community Development Foundation also covered a portion of the 
cost to create an Americorp position, in order to assign an individual to oversee the two 
gardens.  A local greenhouse donated mulch to the project, and many community 
members contributed various gardening tools for the program.  The Americorp position 
began in 2009, one year after the creation of the community gardens, although this 
position is no longer maintained (Nusser).   
These off-campus community gardens continue to provide the community with a 
variety of herbs and produce.  Originally, student members of Freedom would take the 
produce from the gardens door to door in order to share the harvest with community 
members.  Any excess produce was then donated to local food pantries (Nusser).  
Unfortunately, both Freedom and UCF are now defunct, as they no longer exist at 
BGSU (for more information regarding UCF and Freedom, see Appendix D).16  
                                                          
16
 I attempted to conduct an interview with Bill Thompson, the last Campus Minister for UCF, in order to 
learn more about the organization‟s demise, as well as the fate of the associated student organization, 
Freedom.  I was unable to reach Mr. Thompson for this report, but it is likely that he would have 
knowledge on these topics.   
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However, the gardens have managed to outlive their campus ties, and have gained a 
devoted group of community volunteers who continue to maintain the two gardens.  
Furthermore, according to Hennessey, Miriam Hitchcock (one of the former coordinators 
of the off-campus community gardens) has expressed opposition to the idea of creating 
an on-campus community garden.  This opposition mainly stems from the fear that 
creating another community garden in close proximity to the First United Methodist 
garden would detract from the off-campus volunteer effort by students and staff at the 
university (Hennessey).   
Case Studies Analyzing Current Community Gardens at other 
Universities 
While it is necessary to analyze the reasons why these past community garden 
projects failed at BGSU in order to create an outline for future success, it can also be 
helpful to consider how other universities have created and maintained successful 
gardens.  Therefore, I have contacted a number of colleges and universities with 
successful17 gardening projects to glean more information regarding the necessary 
steps to take in order to facilitate success in this endeavor.  Many schools currently 
maintain a university garden, including Duke, Portland State University, Yale, Otterbein, 
and Rice.  I have analyzed three schools‟ gardens in further detail, by conducting 
interviews with garden directors, in order to provide a diverse sampling of the types of 
gardening initiative that other schools employ.  The three gardens that I have analyzed 
in detail include University of Wisconsin, Madison‟s Eagle Heights Community Garden; 
                                                          
17
 I chose to consider a community gardening program as a successful endeavor if it not only continued to 
serve the college or university, but grew over time and sustained student, faculty, staff, and administrative 
interest and support.  All of the gardening initiatives that were focused on in these case studies consisted 
of programs that had not only maintained interest in the short-term, but had also expanded (both in size 
and in terms of volunteer involvement) after their initial creation. 
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Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University‟s (hereafter Virginia Tech) Dining 
Services garden; and the community garden located at Colby College in Waterville, 
Maine.   
Case Study Methodology 
 In order to compile a list of schools with gardening programs I initially consulted 
journal articles concerning community gardens at universities.  However, few peer-
reviewed articles were available on this subject, so it was necessary to utilize other 
sources in order to identify universities with community gardens.  Various online articles 
from websites were consulted as well as Princeton Review articles, which compare 
different colleges and universities in the country while highlighting some of the unique 
aspects of various schools.  After identifying a list of schools with gardening programs 
(either traditional community gardens or gardens used to produce food for the school 
dining halls), I attempted to contact the schools in order to learn more about the 
structure and history of the gardening program.  I ultimately chose to utilize the following 
schools in a brief case study since I was able to receive the most information from these 
schools through personal interviews and through information posted on the school‟s 
websites.  I have included a map that displays the location of the three schools (see 
Figure 5 below).   
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Figure 5 Map highlighting the locations of the University of Wisconsin, Colby College, and Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech) in relation to BGSU.  BGSU is shown in red with the 
three case study schools in blue (Google Maps). 
As stated earlier, approximately 17,000 students attend BGSU each year 
(FindTheBest.com).  In comparison, nearly 40,000 students attend The University of 
Wisconsin, Madison yearly (FindTheBest.com), and another 23,000 students attend 
Virginia Tech (“Virginia Tech”).  Finally, only 2,000 students attend Colby College 
annually (FindTheBest.com).  While these three schools may vary greatly in size, by 
choosing such a diverse selection of schools, I am able to portray that the trend of 
incorporating a community garden on a college or university campus is not isolated to 
simply the largest or smallest of institutions.  However, University of Wisconsin, 
Madison and Colby College do not serve as the best comparison to BGSU in terms of 
the number of students that attend the school.  
In order to compare the climate of each school, I have included a USDA Plant 
Hardiness Zone Map (see Figure 6 below).  According to the USDA‟s website, the plant 
University of 
Wisconsin, Madison 
BGSU 
Virginia 
Tech 
Colby 
College 
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hardiness zone “… is the standard by which gardeners and growers can determine 
which plants are most likely to thrive at a location. The map is based on the average 
annual minimum winter temperature” (“USDA Plant Hardiness”).  Plant hardiness zones 
are further explained on the USDA‟s website: “Hardiness zones are based on the 
average annual extreme minimum temperature during a 30-year period in the past” 
(“USDA Plant Hardiness”).  According to the USDA Plant Hardiness Zone map from 
2012, Colby College and University of Wisconsin, Madison are located within zone 5a 
(meaning that the lowest average winter temperature ranges from -20 to -15 in degrees 
Fahrenheit), while BGSU is in zone 6a (a range of -10 to -5 degrees Fahrenheit) and 
Virginia Tech is in zone 6b (a range of -5 to 0 degrees Fahrenheit).  While the three 
schools chosen for case study do not fall within the same plant hardiness zone as 
BGSU, this does not mean that similar crops may not be grown at these sites.  
Furthermore, BGSU and Virginia Tech only differ by a small 5 degrees in terms of the 
lowest average temperature that may be experienced during the winter.  Other factors 
of climate include soil type, humidity, and sunlight (“USDA Plant Hardiness”).   For the 
purpose of this report, I chose to rely on the USDA‟s plant hardiness zone as a means 
of analyzing the difference in climate between the locales of the different schools.   
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Figure 6  Map showcasing the USDA Plant Hardiness Zones, which indicate the climate of a particular area in 
regards to the growing season and types of crops that can be grown in an area (“USDA Plant Hardiness”). 
 The following case studies were not meant to serve as a strict comparison 
between schools with similar size or climate; rather, by conducting case studies, I 
simply hoped to determine different ways that other colleges and universities maintain a 
community garden program.  I felt that it was important to focus on schools that 
provided the most complete portrayal of the organization and maintenance of the 
community garden in order to have a thorough understanding of the ways in which 
these schools have managed to sustain a community gardening program.  Since BGSU 
has been unable to create a community gardening program and maintain it in the long-
term, I felt that focusing on schools with ample information regarding their community 
gardens would serve as the best source of comparison, rather than focusing on 
similarly-sized schools or schools with a similar climate to BGSU.    
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Eagle Heights Community Garden at University of Wisconsin, Madison 
 The Eagle Heights community garden at University of Wisconsin, Madison was 
established in 1962, and it is most likely one of the oldest community gardens located 
on a university campus in the country.  I interviewed Gretel Dentine, Garden Registrar 
for the Eagle Heights Community Gardens at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, who 
gave great detail about the community garden.  The garden consists of 580 plots of land 
between two locations (both of which are located on the university‟s grounds).  At the 
Eagle Heights community garden, students and other interested parties reserve a plot of 
land that is tended by the individual.  Dentine explained that each year there is a waitlist 
for the gardening plots, despite the fact that the garden experiences high turnover year 
after year as students graduate and/or leave the university (Dentine).   
 The Eagle Heights community garden is organized under the University‟s 
Housing department as a part of the graduate family housing apartments that the school 
maintains.  The gardens are easily accessible as they are located near the graduate 
family apartments, and the University‟s free campus bus route stops at the gardens as 
well.  A small parking area is also located near the gardens, allowing gardeners to 
easily transport equipment to the gardens via personal vehicles.  According to Dentine, 
approximately 40 percent of those who utilize the garden are graduate students living in 
the graduate family apartments, while another 20 percent consist of a mix of students 
residing in other housing on campus, with the final 20 percent consisting of faculty, staff, 
and neighboring community members (Dentine).     
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Figure 7 Map of the University of Wisconsin, Madison’s campus. The two locations of the community 
gardens are boxed in red (not drawn to scale), and the campus’ nature preserve is denoted by green 
(“University of Wisconsin”).  
The Eagle Heights community garden is located within University of Wisconsin, 
Madison‟s natural preserve space (see Figure 7 above).  The garden has access to 
piped water that allows gardeners to care for crops.  The water is free for the gardeners 
to use, but the garden pays for repairs and maintenance.  Aside from providing water for 
the garden, the University supplies the land and a trash service as well.  The Housing 
department provides supervision over garden, employees, and a small office that 
employees use for record keeping (Dentine).    
University of Wisconsin, Madison‟s community gardens originated due to 
demand expressed by students to grow their own food.  This demand has not wavered 
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over time, as the gardens continue to prosper nearly fifty years after they were initially 
created.  Furthermore, the fact that students happily pay a fee ranging from 16 to 42 
dollars per year for a gardening plot shows that the garden continues to be popular 
among the student population (see Appendix E for a second map of the Eagle Heights 
community garden, as well as a copy of the garden‟s application form).  In order to 
ensure that interest in the garden is sustained over the long-term, fees for gardening 
plots are kept to a minimum and some communal tools are provided to further lower 
costs for students on a budget who seek to participate in the garden. Dentine explained 
that many of the gardeners profess that they participate in the community garden 
because they enjoy the social interactions with fellow gardeners, as well as the beauty 
of the garden‟s natural setting (Dentine).   
 Fees from the garden plots pay for the entire operating budget for the garden, 
including three part time employees.  The garden employs one Registrar, who collects 
gardening fees, assigns plots to gardeners, keeps records of the garden, and serves as 
the liaison for communication regarding the garden.  Two other onsite workers are 
employed by the garden in order to organize volunteer work days, repair broken 
equipment, mow the common areas of the gardens, purchase supplies, and  maintain 
fruit plantings in common spaces.  The total budget for the community garden is 
$25,000 a year, and this budget not only covers the pay for three part-time workers, but 
also covers additional expenses such as paying for a website for the garden as well as 
purchasing portable toilets for gardeners to use during the summer.  Furthermore, 
Dentine explained that a recent study that analyzed community gardens (including the 
Eagle Heights garden) concluded that the average net benefit of a large plot of land in a 
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community garden is $800 a year, after the cost of the land, supplies and seeds were 
considered (Dentine).       
While the Housing department oversees the gardens, day-to-day operations in 
the community gardens are decided by a committee of gardeners.  This committee 
works along with a cross-campus committee called the Garden Oversight Committee 
which includes all entities on campus that interact with the gardens (such as the 
Housing department, the Nature Preserve, as well as neighboring students with 
research plots and other concerned community members).  Dentine stated that 520 of 
the 580 gardening plots are organic, while the remaining plots are not necessarily 
organic, although gardeners may wish to follow organic gardening procedures on these 
plots.  Dentine explained that organic gardening plots are increasing in demand, as the 
number of non-organic plots has decreased over the last two years.  Each year, leaves 
from a neighboring community are utilized to make compost for the gardens, and this 
leaf litter compost is mixed with plant refuse from the gardens.  The University also 
allows the community garden to incorporate food waste from the dining halls and 
organic refuse from the school‟s research farms into the garden‟s soil.  While all of 
these composting methods are used over the entire gardening space, the Eagle Heights 
community garden also provides manure compost to the individual gardeners, who may 
choose to utilize this on their own personal gardening plots (Dentine).   
Gardeners utilize the produce grown at their individual sites, and any extra 
produce generated in the garden that the individual gardeners do not wish to use is 
donated to a local food pantry.18  The garden also contains a communal shelf where 
gardeners can leave excess produce or tools and plants in order to share the wealth 
                                                          
18
 The actual amount of produce donated to area food pantries is unknown. 
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with the surrounding gardeners.  According to Dentine, a great variety of produce is 
grown in the gardens since each individual chooses what types of plants to grow on 
their plot of land.  Many graduate student families and international students participate 
in the garden, so the variety of produce grown can vary from staple crops that one might 
find in a local grocery store, to exotic crops or varieties of plants that would not be easily 
found in the local area.  It is necessary for most gardeners to attempt to extend the 
growing season in Wisconsin, and gardeners in this community garden may do so by 
installing row covers or tunnel greenhouses to keep plants warm or to start plants 
earlier in the season.  Dentine explained that gardeners are prohibited from creating 
permanent structures in the gardens, although they may request to use the same plot of 
land in subsequent years, allowing gardeners to grow perennial crops or 
overwintering crops (Dentine). 
Overall, the Eagle Heights community garden allows individual gardeners to grow 
their own food utilizing a variety of growing methods and techniques.  The produce from 
the gardens is generally consumed by the individual who grew the food in question, but 
some excess produce is donated and benefits the surrounding community.  The 
community garden is occasionally visited by classes that focus on topics such as pest 
identification, crop varieties, wildlife, and soils.  The garden is also home to graduate 
student research plots, where various studies are conducted for school credit.  In the 
past, students have conducted studies on aphid populations and small rodents in the 
garden.  Finally, the gardeners participating in the community garden have been utilized 
in a variety of studies conducted by students, in order to assess topics such as urban 
agriculture and attitudes towards food and organic production (Dentine).  While the main 
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goal of the garden is to provide students with an area in which to grow their own food for 
personal consumption, the garden benefits the University by providing a space for 
learning opportunities as well as a unique marketing tool.   
Colby College Community Garden 
 The community garden at Colby College is located in Waterville, Maine, and was 
established in 2007.  This community garden is run by a student organization entitled 
the Colby Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association (COFGA).  The garden was 
created when a group of interested students approached the College‟s Environmental 
Studies Coordinator with the proposal to start a small garden on campus grounds.  The 
idea was supported by the administration, and that year a small crop of garlic was 
planted at the gardening site.  More students began to get involved in the project, and 
the group was able to acquire more land for the garden as well as a partnership with the 
College‟s Dining Services Office and the Biology Department.  The students decided to 
name the garden “2 Feet 2 Bedrock,” due to the soil profile at the gardening site.  The 
purpose of the garden was to produce organic food for consumption in the school‟s 
dining facilities, while serving as an educational resource for both the College and the 
surrounding community (“History of the Garden”).  
The garden had a successful first season in 2008 due to the dedication of two 
highly involved students, and the garden was moved to a more convenient location later 
that year (the current site of the garden).  A shed for the garden was constructed and 
water lines were also established, and an internship position was established in order to 
create added incentive for students who sought to work at the garden over the summer 
(“History of the Garden”). 
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In order to learn more about Colby College‟s community garden, I interviewed 
Jeff Meltzer, a student at Colby College who is also a member of COFGA.  Meltzer 
explained that while COFGA is in charge of the gardens, the College‟s Dining Services 
Office helps to oversee the garden and provides funding for the endeavor (Meltzer).  
According to an article entitled “Gardening on the Hill” in Colby College‟s student 
newspaper, The Colby Echo, the College‟s Operations Manager of Dining Services, Joe 
Klaus, hires two interns to tend the garden over the summer term while students are 
away (Baldwin).  
 Colby College‟s community garden is located on the College‟s campus, although 
the garden itself is removed from many of the College‟s buildings.  The garden is 
situated atop a small hill, next to a water tower (see Figure 8 below).  Meltzer stated that 
COFGA chose the garden‟s current site as it provided a plot of land with suitable soil 
and was located on campus next to a water supply (Meltzer).   
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Figure 8 Map displaying the approximate location of Colby College's 2 Feet 2 Bedrock garden, boxed in red.  
Interstate 95 is labeled to show context for the map (Google Maps). 
 Meltzer stated that all of the food produced in the garden is grown using organic 
methods.  Meltzer also added that COFGA grows a large variety of food, including many 
types of fruits and vegetables as well as herbs.  Many of the plants for the garden are 
grown initially inside the College‟s greenhouse, and the garden does not utilize any 
other methods for extending the growing season (Meltzer).   
According to the article in The Colby Echo, the majority of the garden‟s 
production occurs over the course of the summer, and the produce acquired at this time 
is served to persons attending conferences and camps that the College hosts while 
students are no longer on campus (Baldwin).   Meltzer explained that all of the food 
produced by the student-run community garden is utilized in the College‟s dining halls 
 
I-95 
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(Meltzer).  While the produce from the garden benefits the College‟s dining halls, the 
garden does not produce enough food to feed the entire school, so the College must 
rely on acquiring food from other sources aside from the garden (Baldwin).  Meltzer felt 
that the garden benefited students by allowing students to eat truly local and 
sustainable food in the college‟s dining facilities. Providing the dining halls with fresh 
produce also allows the college an educational opportunity to showcase the community 
garden produce and to educate students about the source of the food and the 
importance of gardening (Meltzer).19   
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University’s Dining Services 
Garden 
 Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (otherwise referred to as 
Virginia Tech) established its dining services garden in 2009.  According to Chelsea 
Graves, Garden Outreach and Education coordinator at Virginia Tech, the garden 
initially began due to student demand for sustainable food production.  Aside from 
student demand, the University chose to establish a dining services garden because the 
school felt that creating such a program would serve as a showcase for the University‟s 
commitment to sustainability, which would serve as a powerful marketing tool.  
Furthermore, the University found that establishing a Dining Services garden would 
save the University money.  The garden originated as an herb garden comprised of both 
annual and perennial herbs.  Virginia Tech‟s Dining Services chose to expand the 
garden from a simple herb garden to a one-acre vegetable garden in 2010.  The Dining 
                                                          
19
 Information regarding Colby College‟s garden was difficult to come by.  I conducted an interview with 
Jeff Meltzer, a student who has participated in the garden throughout his career as an undergraduate.  
Unfortunately, Jeff‟s interview was very brief, so I attempted to gather further information from other 
sources, from the college‟s newspaper and website.    
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Services Garden has grown to 3 ¼ acres today, and yields over 25,000 pounds of 
produce that is harvested from the garden each year (Graves).20   
Virginia Tech‟s garden is located on University-owned land, next to the school‟s 
Kentland Research Farm.  The site is located around 10 miles away from the 
University‟s main campus, which makes it difficult for students to visit the site, but the 
site offers many advantages that make up for this setback (see Figures 9 and 10 
below).  This location serves the garden well as the site had an established orchard and 
the site also has an easily-accessible water source in the form of a creek and a well.  
Furthermore, as the garden is located next to the University‟s research farm, the garden 
benefits from access to the farm‟s equipment, including a tractor.  The equipment from 
the research farm may allow for more intensive production on the site, allowing the 
school to gain the most benefit from the land in terms of harvest (Graves).   
 
Figure 9 Map displaying Kentland Farm (and the Dining Service's garden) in relation to Virginia Tech's main 
campus (Google Maps). 
                                                          
20
 Unfortunately, I was unable to find information regarding the total amount of produce harvested from either the 
Eagle Heights community garden (which is tended by a group of individuals, so general information regarding the 
harvest was difficult to acquire, since this varies for each gardening plot) or for Colby College.  
Kentland Farm and 
Dining Services 
Garden 
Virginia Tech 
Main Campus 
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Figure 10  Map portraying the location of Virginia Tech's Dining Services Farm, at Kentland research farm 
(Google Maps). 
Virginia Tech‟s garden is managed by a paid gardener.  In 2009, this position 
was filled by Graves, who was a student worker at the time.  Graves has continued on 
in the position since graduating from Virginia Tech.  Graves suggested that in order for 
the gardening program to be successful, student workers must be highly motivated 
individuals with some form of compensation, either by paying the workers or providing 
the workers with class credit.  Graves also explained that the cost of the garden is 
covered by the University‟s Dining Services.  Virginia Tech‟s Dining Services sells over 
40,000 meals a day, and the Office generates a large sum of money from these sales 
(Graves).   
Graves explained that the University chose to focus on growing the most produce 
in the fall rather than the summer, since the students arrive back at that time.  
Therefore, the growing season for the University‟s garden is ramped up in the fall, with 
production ending in November.  Graves stated that she meets with chefs from the 
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Dining Services in January in order to establish what items the University needs the 
most.  After this meeting, she creates a plan for the growing season.  Many of the crops 
are grown initially in the University‟s greenhouse, and are later transplanted in the 
outdoor garden.  Produce grown during the summer, while students are generally 
absent from campus, is used to feed visitors who come to the campus for orientation.  
Approximately 10,000 visitors arrive on campus throughout the month of July, so 
production in the garden is increased at this time in order to meet the needs of the 
University‟s dining halls.  Graves explained that the university grows many storage 
crops, as this allows the school the ability to utilize fresh produce from the garden 
throughout the winter, while students are on campus.   Virginia Tech is currently 
researching methods of storing summer produce for use in the winter months, and the 
school hopes to incorporate such methods in order to maximize production of the 
garden.21  According to Graves, all of the produce in the garden is grown organically, 
with a mixture of heirloom varieties as well as more industrial varieties of produce.  
While heirloom varieties tend to be more flavorful, the University grows some industrial 
varieties, as these vegetable varieties tend to be sturdier and better adapted for 
transport and storage.  Graves grows a large variety of produce in the gardens in order 
to demonstrate the large diversity of crops that are available for production, which 
serves as an educational tool for students who consume the produce, as many students 
are unfamiliar with heirloom varieties of produce (Graves).   
While all of the produce from the garden is utilized by the Dining Services in the 
University‟s dining halls, any excess produce is donated to two food pantries.  One of 
                                                          
21
 Graves did not mention the specific methods that the University is looking into utilizing in order to store 
produce, but certain methods of food preservation may include canning, pickling, drying, or freezing fruits 
and vegetables. 
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the food pantries, called Giving Tree, focuses on providing fresh produce to local 
families.  The other food pantry, Plenty, serves a more rural community with many 
elderly citizens.22  Aside from benefiting the community by donating excess produce, 
Virginia Tech‟s garden also benefits students and community members in other ways.  
The garden provides a unique site where students can work within nature.  Graves said 
that students often praise the garden as it allows them a calm place where they can 
connect to nature by volunteering in a therapeutic setting.  The garden also serves as a 
meeting place where students from a variety of majors may connect, allowing them to 
share a common goal.  The garden also provides the University‟s students with a sense 
of ownership over the food that they consume.  Graves explained that there is a marked 
displacement in our society from food production to food consumption, and that many 
students have never worked in a garden or had never seen commonly-consumed crops 
in an agricultural setting.  Therefore, the food produced in the garden serves as a 
unique educational piece as it represents a tangible example of how the University 
works to best serve its students and the community, while educating students about the 
food production process (Graves).   
Discussion of Case Studies 
While the University of Wisconsin, Madison, Colby College, and Virginia Tech 
may not be comparable to BGSU in terms of climate or scale, I chose to consider the 
gardens at these institutions as they represent a variety of methods of incorporating a 
community garden program successfully into a college/university setting.  By analyzing 
                                                          
22
 I was unable to acquire information regarding the actual amount of produce that is donated to these 
food pantries.  Graves mentioned that the University donated “seconds,” or produce that was considered 
unfit to serve in the University‟s Dining Halls.  Produce that was considered a “second” was misshapen or 
oddly colored, but still perfectly safe to consume (Graves). 
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these three schools, I was able to compare a currently successful student-led gardening 
concept (represented by Colby College) to a university-led approach (represented by 
the University of Wisconsin, Madison and Virginia Tech).  Colby College‟s student led 
garden serves as an example of how student-run initiatives may falter when compared 
to programs that are served by a paid staff member.  The University of Wisconsin, 
Madison and Virginia Tech had gardens that were run by paid workers, who were more 
available (than perhaps a student would be, since the student would have other 
obligations aside from running and maintaining the garden) and had greater knowledge 
regarding the gardens, which in turn provided me with ample information concerning the 
structure and function of the garden.   
Furthermore, these schools represent both a traditional community garden format 
(University of Wisconsin, Madison‟s Eagle Heights community garden) as well as a 
modern, consumer-driven approach to gardening (exhibited by the Dining Services 
gardens at Colby College and Virginia Tech).  The gardens at Colby College and 
Virginia Tech were not simply utilized for individual gain, but were instead created in 
order to serve the college/university as a whole.  These gardens also benefited the 
institutions, since they provided the college/university with a unique marketing tool that 
could be used to demonstrate the school‟s commitment towards sustainability.   
The above case studies portray how different institutions are able to justify and 
successfully implement a community garden program to benefit students and 
demonstrate a commitment to sustainability.  One feature that these schools share with 
BGSU is the employment of a sustainability coordinator.  Virginia Tech‟s Dining 
Services employs a Sustainability Coordinator (“Dining Services Garden”).  As of 
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November 12, 2012, Colby College posted a job description and vacancy for a 
Sustainability Coordinator, proving that while the school may not have a sustainability 
coordinator on staff currently; rather, that it is looking to fill this position (“Sustainability 
Coordinator”).   The University of Wisconsin, Madison does not employ a single 
sustainability coordinator, but it has an entire Sustainability Office with several 
employees that serve the University (“Office of Sustainability,” University of Madison, 
Wisconsin).  The three institutions utilized a variety of production methods and crop 
varieties, and the schools also funded the gardens in different ways.  Furthermore, the 
institutions had different core reasons for incorporating a community garden into their 
campus community.  Virginia Tech and Colby College chose to focus on a more 
capitalistic approach to gardening, as the gardens at these schools were utilized for the 
sole purpose of saving the institution money by producing fresh, sustainable, and local 
food for the school‟s dining halls.  University of Wisconsin, Madison took a different 
approach by allowing students to grow their own food for private consumption.    
Conclusion 
After analyzing the community gardening programs that previously existed at 
BGSU, and after researching community garden projects at other universities and 
colleges in the United States, it is possible to create a list of suggestions that would 
allow for a successful future gardening program at BGSU.  Ultimately, it is my opinion 
that a dining services garden, similar to the garden at Virginia Tech or Colby College, 
would best serve BGSU‟s students, faculty, and staff, as it would provide fresh, local, 
and sustainable produce that could be consumed within the University‟s dining facilities.   
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In order to gauge the interest of BGSU‟s Dining Services (operated by 
Chartwells, an outside company that is not run by the University) in such an endeavor, I 
conducted an interview with Patrick Hannan, Senior Executive Chef for Chartwells.   
Hannan explained that currently, 80% of the food served in BGSU‟s dining facilities is 
prepared from scratch, and that the only ready-made meals that are served to students 
are in the form of frozen meals, sold in the university‟s convenience store dining 
facilities, called Outtakes.  Hannan also explained that the school sources most of its 
produce from Sirna produce in Norwalk, Ohio.  While BGSU‟s Office of Dining Services 
undergoes many efforts at utilizing sustainable foods, such as serving only cage-free 
eggs, sustainable fish (by purchasing fish that is harvested sustainably and by working 
with Monteray Bay Aquariam‟s watch list, which identifies species of fish that are not 
under threat of extinction), and hormone-free dairy and pork products, the school does 
not currently produce any of its food on-site.  Hannan expressed great enthusiasm at 
the idea of having a community garden on campus, and stated “I think it would be a 
great asset to the BGSU campus. It would teach sustainability as well as use of 
seasonal application.”  When asked if Chartwells at BGSU would be willing to 
incorporate produce grown from a community garden into its dining facilities, Hannan 
stated “We would gladly utilize any product that was grown within a community garden.”  
Hannan also explained that BGSU‟s Dining Services could also incorporate the product 
into culinary classes23 for students.  While Hannan showed enthusiastic support for a 
community garden on campus, he also mentioned a few concerns.  He explained that it 
would be necessary to identify funding for such a project, as well as to establish who 
                                                          
23
 The University does not offer culinary classes for course credit, but the Dining Services office does 
occasionally hold culinary demonstrations and classes in its dining facilities, that students may participate 
in for a fee. 
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would maintain the community garden.  Furthermore, standards would need to be set 
that would allow the school to measure the success of the garden (Hannan).  I 
wholeheartedly agree that these concerns would need to be met before creating a 
future community garden at BGSU.   
In terms of sourcing funds for a future garden at BGSU, I would suggest initially 
requesting funds from the Student Green Initiative Fund,24 and subsequently forming 
either a source of revenue from the garden itself to maintain further costs (like the Eagle 
Heights Community Garden at the University of Wisconsin, Madison) or establishing a 
connection with a university office or department, such as Dining Services/Chartwells.25  
Before requesting any funds, a budget would first need to be drafted and the location for 
the garden would need to be determined.   
The budget of the garden would largely depend on the scope of garden; if the 
garden were to function as a dining services garden (depending on whether the Dining 
Services would be willing to help fund the garden), then it would first be necessary to 
determine how large the garden would need to be in order to meet the needs of the 
Dining Services.  Furthermore, the types of crops that would be grown in the garden 
would need to be identified in order to determine the total cost of the crops.  Crops 
could differ from the types of food grown (i.e. corn, squash, cucumbers, etc.) or the 
                                                          
24
 The Student Green Initiative Fund is “a pool of money which is available for application by BGSU 
students to fund a variety of „green‟ and environmental projects on campus. During the spring semester of 
2009, interested BGSU students met and determined there was an interest on the part of the student 
community to create a fund from an opt-out $5.00 per semester fee that would be used to finance 
environmental and „green‟ projects to help BGSU become more of a leader in the area of environmental 
sustainability” (Student Green Initiative Fund). 
25
 While the Dining Services office seemed open to the idea of incorporating a garden into its plans, I was 
unable to finalize any such plans with the office.  In order to create such a partnership it would be 
necessary to first outline a concrete management plan for a garden, and I am unable to do so at this time 
due to other commitments.  The following “proposal” outlines some key features that would need to be 
incorporated into such a management plan.  This “proposal” is simply a brief outline, comprised of 
suggestions, that I believe would need to be considered if a future garden were to be established.   
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varieties of crops utilized (i.e., heirloom varieties vs. industrial varieties).  Also, perennial 
and annual crops would need to be identified, as well as overwintering crops, as these 
crops may take more or less time to reach harvest.  Additionally, it would need to be 
determined if the garden would incorporate organic growing practices (which may come 
at an additional cost, but provides further rewards, as crops grown organically may be 
healthier and are more sustainable than alternatively grown produce).  Finally, it would 
be necessary to establish what types of tools the university would need to purchase in 
order to maintain the garden.  The University would also need to identify whether it 
would seek to extend the garden‟s growing season by installing row covers, tunnel 
greenhouses, or other methods.  
Once a budget is agreed upon, the university administration would need to be 
consulted in order to identify a location for the garden.  In my opinion, it would be best to 
situate a future community garden on university-owned land, as this would ensure that 
the garden would have a greater chance of success in the long-term, as the garden 
would not hinge on acquiring funds to purchase land or other variables.  According to 
BGSU‟s Sustainability Coordinator, Nick Hennessey, the only truly open and available 
land on BGSU‟s campus is a patch of land next to the Campus Operations building, 
where the Office of Sustainability is located (Hennessey).  This site may be beneficial in 
certain regards, as the garden would be located close to the Office of Sustainability, 
although the location is not necessarily centrally-located on campus (see Figure 11 
below).   
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Figure 11 Map of BGSU's campus.  The proposed site for a community garden is boxed in red, and the 
Campus Operations building, as well as the nearby pond are labeled.  The EAG garden site is boxed in 
orange and the Steel/Palamar garden is boxed in blue.  Poe Road is also labeled for context.  Finally, central 
campus is boxed in green to showcase the position of the different gardening sites in relation to the center 
of campus (Google Maps). 
Jane Rosser, Director of the Office of Service Learning, expressed concern that a 
community garden must be located centrally on campus and have high visibility in order 
for the project to achieve success.  Rosser believes that a community garden would 
best serve the school as an educational tool, and the best way to utilize a garden as 
such would be to have the garden prominently displayed on campus (Rosser).  Overall, 
while visibility and easy access for students may aid a garden in reaching success, if 
the focus of the garden was centered on maximum food production, then this would not 
be such an issue (similar to Virginia Tech‟s garden, which remained successful despite 
its location).  Therefore, the University would need to establish the main focus of the 
 
 
 
Pond 
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Operations 
Poe Road 
Tello 64 
 
garden before determining a location.  Considering the size of the plot of land adjacent 
to the Campus Operations building which is comprised of 20.17 acres26, it would be 
possible to generate a good deal of produce27 from the space (considering that Virginia 
Tech is able to produce around 25,000 pounds of produce on 3 ¼ acres), and while the 
location is not exactly central to campus, it would be relatively easy for students to walk 
to the site or to park nearby in one of the school‟s parking lots (Wood County Auditor 
Office, 2013).  The final item that should be considered when determining the location of 
a future garden would be whether the site has a source of water nearby.  The site next 
to the Campus Operations building is situated next to a small pond, and this water could 
possibly be utilized as a water source for the garden.28  However, if the university 
chooses to operate a dining services garden, it might be best to install water lines in 
order to incorporate a more reliable source of water.  Chelsea Graves, Garden 
Outreach and Education Coordinator for Virginia Tech‟s Dining Services Garden, 
suggests installing a drip irrigation system that could be used to water crops, as this 
system reduces labor and provides the most consistent amount of water to crops 
(Graves).   
After establishing the budget for a community garden and determining the best 
location for such an initiative, support for the garden should be assessed.  When asked 
                                                          
26
 More information regarding the history of this particular plot of land may be found in Appendix G. 
27
 I am not able to determine a concrete number in terms of the amount of produce that could be 
harvested from the land at this time, as this would consider further research concerning the soil at the site 
along with several other factors.  Therefore, further research should be conducted before drafting a 
proposal for a garden at this site. 
28
 If a garden were to be situated at this site, it would be necessary to speak with Campus Operations in 
order to determine whether or not piping could be installed to transfer water from the pond to the garden.  
This would also generate a cost of some unknown amount, and funds would need to be acquired to cover 
this expense.  It would be possible to simply gather water from the pond manually and carry it to the 
garden, although this would require a great deal of manual labor over the course of the growing season.  
Campus Operations would still need to be consulted in this case to determine if the University would allow 
use of the pond water for gardening purposes. 
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if he thought there was a support base on campus for a community gardening project, 
Dr. Hennessey expressed that he felt there is support for a garden, although he felt “we 
would need to figure out how to mobilize volunteers during the most critical phase of the 
project, which would be during the summer” (Hennessey).  Hennessey proposed that 
there are a number of classes at the university that could potentially get involved in the 
care and maintenance of a garden, and that the Office of Campus Sustainability would 
definitely have a role in the process.  Hennessey also felt that it might be possible to 
form a partnership with the University‟s Dining Services office in order to care for a 
community garden (Hennessey).  I would also propose establishing an internship 
position over the summer, which would ensure that a worker would remain on campus 
to care for the garden.29  Graves explained that this structure was utilized by the Dining 
Services garden at Virginia Tech, although she cautioned that such a position would 
need to be filled by someone who is highly motivated and is receiving some form of 
compensation, either through monetary pay or class credit (Graves).  Another method of 
ensuring future success for a community garden may include integrating the garden into 
one of BGSU‟s many learning communities30.  Forming a partnership with a learning 
community (such as the Chapman31 community, which focuses on service learning 
                                                          
29
 If an internship were to be established, it could be maintained either through the Office of Sustainability, 
overseen by the Sustainability Coordinator, or by the Department of Environment and Sustainability, 
which is currently overseen by Enrique Gomezdelcampo.  Funding could come from whichever 
office/department chose to oversee the internship, or from an outside source if a grant proposal was 
drafted.   
30
BGSU‟s learning communities function as “a residential education unit in a college or university setting 
that is organized on the basis of an academic theme or approach and is intended to integrate academic 
learning and community living (The Residential Learning Communities International Clearinghouse). 
31
 According to its website, the Chapman community located within Kohl Hall “is an award-winning, high 
impact program for First-Year Students of all majors including undecided students.”  Students who 
participate in this community may choose from one of 15 popular introduction courses while participating 
in off-campus service learning field projects with foster children, at-risk teens, domestic violence victims, 
disabled people, disaster relief, political action, public television, and ecological preservation (Chapman 
Community @ Kohl). 
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initiatives) would ensure that student awareness and support of the garden would be 
bolstered, as students would not only be able to participate in the garden through a 
class or on their own, but they would be invested in the garden through their residential 
learning community.   
Finally, it would be necessary to establish a concrete method in which to 
measure the success of a potential future garden.  Just as businesses keep detailed 
records regarding costs and profits, a future gardening program would need to record 
expenses, harvest, and other factors.  One avenue of record keeping could take place 
by quantifying the garden‟s harvest, by weighing all produce grown in the garden and 
keeping careful records of this count.32  Another method of analyzing the success of the 
garden would be to identify the cost to benefit ratio of the crops utilized in order to 
determine the profit generated from the garden per square foot/acre (depending on the 
final scale of the project).  Furthermore, it is suggested that highly detailed records be 
kept concerning student, faculty, and staff involvement in the garden.33  Such records 
could include the number of volunteers who worked in the garden, as well as the 
number of participants in related educational opportunities associated with the garden 
(such as field trips, cooking classes, and other potential endeavors).34  Additional 
                                                          
32
 I completed an internship working at a Community Supported Agriculture program while taking classes 
as an undergraduate at BGSU.  During my internship, we kept detailed records of the harvest that was 
collected at the CSA, by carefully weighing each variety of vegetable that was harvested.  For example, 
when harvesting cucumbers we grew a few different varieties of cucumbers, so we weighed each variety.  
This allowed us to determine which variety of cucumber produced the most fruit by the end of the season.  
Such knowledge may be helpful when determining what varieties of produce will be grown in subsequent 
seasons.   
33
 Such information that should be recorded would include the number of volunteers that participated in 
the garden, as well as the types of volunteers involved (i.e. students, faculty, staff, or community 
members).  Furthermore, if students only participated in the garden due to class commitment, this should 
be noted. 
34
 We managed to keep records concerning involvement at the garden during my internship for the CSA 
by asking that all workers and volunteers log how many hours they spent in the garden each day, along 
with a break down that detailed what items they worked on while in the garden.  For example, if I spent 8 
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records would detail the daily maintenance of the garden, such as how often the garden 
should be watered and at what time, or how often the garden is fertilized.  Furthermore, 
a record of the garden‟s layout should be kept, allowing for crop rotation to occur.35 
Community gardens provide many unique benefits to the communities that utilize 
these initiatives, and BGSU would gain much from incorporating a community garden 
program into its already well-established green initiatives on campus.  Community 
gardens provide schools with unique educational opportunities in the form of 
experiential learning and research.  Furthermore, incorporating a community garden into 
the Dining Services can serve as a sustainable method of saving the University money 
through local food production.  By generating food on campus, the school can decrease 
the amount of food that is shipped onto campus, both lowering fuel emissions and 
decreasing the cost of food to be used in the dining halls.  Incorporating a community 
garden on BGSU‟s campus would also help the school meet its goal of reaching carbon 
neutrality.  Not only would a community garden potentially reduce food costs for the 
University, but also a garden would also serve as an influential marketing tool that could 
help the school generate interest in prospective students.  By creating a community 
garden on campus, BGSU would set itself ahead of other schools in the region by 
expanding its commitment towards sustainability.   Students, faculty, and staff alike 
would garner the rewards of a community garden on campus both by consuming the 
food produced in the garden, but also by having the garden serve as an education 
resource that would highlight issues inherent in industrial food production.  
                                                                                                                                                                                           
hours in the garden on a given day, I would write that down and then quantify that I had spent 1 hour 
watering crops, 3 hours harvesting, and another 4 hours weeding in the garden.   
35
 Such records were kept during my internship for the CSA.  We recorded where different vegetables 
were planted in the garden, which allowed the gardeners to determine where crops would be planted 
during the next growing period.   
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Glossary 
Agroecology:  The study of ecological processes that occur in agricultural settings 
 
Allotment garden:  A community garden that is divided into separate plots that will be 
tended by gardeners on an individual basis. 
 
Annual (referring to plants):  Crops that need to be sown yearly; they will not survive 
for more than one growing season. 
 
Cold frames:  A structure that consists of a clear roof, built low to the ground, to protect 
plants from adverse weather conditions.  (Similar structures include hoop houses, row-
covers and tunnel greenhouses.) 
 
Collective garden: A community garden that is tended by volunteers through 
community effort, in which all volunteers benefit and can gather produce from the 
garden as a whole, with no personal ownership over any one part of the garden. 
 
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs):   One method of raising farm 
animals, in which large numbers of animals are confined in a small space to be fattened 
before they are slaughtered.  CAFOs rely on high doses of antibiotics in order to keep 
the confined animals from catching illnesses and dying prematurely, and the waste 
generated by such a large quantity of animals with such high levels of chemicals and 
antibiotics in their systems is highly toxic. 
 
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA):  An agricultural initiative in which 
consumers agree to pay for a share of the farm‟s produce before the growing season 
begins.  Shareholders receive a portion of the produce harvested from the farm 
throughout the growing season.  Rather than choosing individual types of produce from 
a supermarket, shareholders receive a box of produce containing a variety of 
vegetables and fruits that are freshly harvested.  The amount of produce and the types 
of fruits/vegetables harvested each week varies throughout the season.  This business 
structure provides farmers with a set amount of funds that will allow the farmer to invest 
in equipment and seeds during the winter months, when funds may otherwise be low.  
Also, this business format provides farmers with a safety net of funds if the farmer 
encounters a year of poor harvest.  Consumers benefit by establishing a connection 
with a local, sustainable food initiative while receiving fresh, seasonal produce 
throughout the growing season.   
 
Crop rotation:  The process of growing different types of crops within the same area in 
subsequent growing seasons.  Crop rotation allows for nutrient renewal in soil, as 
different crops require varying degrees of nutrients.  By alternating the types of crops 
grown in one space over time, the overall amount of various nutrients will be depleted 
more gradually.  Crop rotation also helps reduce the threat of pests, since certain 
species of insects feed on different types of plants.  For example, potato beetles tend to 
thrive on potato plants, so if you planted a crop of potatoes in the same field each year, 
larva in the soil from the previous year would grow up with a food source located 
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conveniently within the area.  By rotating crops, pest numbers are reduced, as larva 
from the previous season will encounter an uninhabitable environment when a different 
crop is grown in the soil. 
 
Ecological restoration:  Initiative in which an area of land is restored to its natural 
state. An example of this initiative would consist of taking a plot of land that is currently 
vacant and has been used for some prior purpose (i.e. agriculture or housing) and 
restoring the land to its prior state, before human impact.  Ecological restoration 
consists of establishing communities of native plants and animals at a site in order to 
revert the site to a natural habitat. 
 
Environmentally Ethical products:  Products that are sourced using sustainable 
principals in order to limit the impact on the Earth‟s ecosystems. 
 
Experiential Learning:  The process of educating students through direct experience, 
rather than having students research and acquire knowledge through secondary means.  
In this sense, students experience concepts first-hand, rather than simply reading about 
a concept.   
 
Fallow:  The act of leaving a plot of agricultural land empty (i.e. not using the land to 
grow crops in a given year) in order to revitalize the soil with nutrients.   
 
Grey water:  Wastewater generated from showers, baths, or sinks, which may be 
recycled and used in landscape irrigation or other applications that do not require 
potable water. 
 
Green belt:  A land use designation which establishes areas of largely undeveloped, 
wild, or agricultural land surrounding urban areas. 
 
Heirloom varieties (of produce):  Old cultivars of plants that may have been 
commonly grown prior to the industrialization of agriculture, but are now relatively rare.  
Such varieties of produce may vary greatly in terms of appearance or taste from 
produce found in supermarkets (For example, heirloom varieties of brightly colors 
potatoes exist, while in general all potatoes found in the average supermarket are found 
in varying shades of brown.) 
 
Hoop houses:  Structures that are placed low to the ground, with transparent roofing, 
that protect crops from adverse weather or low temperatures.  (See also cold frames, 
row-covers and tunnel greenhouses.) 
 
Industrial agriculture:  Agriculture that is conducted on a large scale in an effort to 
raise crops for mass-production.  Industrial agriculture largely consists of monocultures 
of crops and relies heavily on synthetic pesticides and fertilizers in order to produce 
consistently high crop yields.   
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Industrial varieties (of produce):  Cultivars of plants that are favored by industrial 
agriculture due to certain traits.  Industrial varieties of crops may be better suited for 
transport or may take longer to spoil than other varieties of the same crop.   
 
Intensity (in terms of agriculture):  Different forms of agriculture may be more or less 
intensive on the surrounding environment, in the terms of the amount of nutrients that 
are extracted from the soil or the amount of water required to raise a crop so that it is 
ready for harvest.  Industrial agriculture is more intensive, as it consists of a large 
monoculture crop grown in a condensed fashion, which quickly depletes the soil of 
nutrients, requiring the application of synthetic fertilizers to replenish nutrient levels in 
the soil.  Traditional agricultural practices consisted of growing multiple types of crops in 
a single field, while rotating crops from season to season and incorporating natural 
fertilizers (like compost or manure), which helped to replenish nutrient levels in soil over 
time. 
 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Certified:  Rating system 
developed by the U.S. Green Building Council that accounts for the design, construction 
and performance of “green” buildings.  This rating system provides a framework for 
identifying and measuring environmental construction initiatives.   
 
Monoculture:  Agricultural method in which only one variety of a given crop is grown 
(i.e. a field consisting of only one variety of corn).   
 
Organic:  Agriculture that is conducted without the use of synthetic chemicals, 
pesticides, or fertilizers.  Agricultural may be conducted organically without being 
certified, although the United States government provides certification standards for 
organic food production. 
 
Overwintering crops:  Crops that are sown in the ground during the summer or fall 
growing season and remain in the soil throughout the winter, producing fruits or 
vegetables in the subsequent spring/summer season.   
 
Perennial (referring to plants):  Crops that survive through more than one growing 
season, and do not need to be sown each year.  Perennial crops may survive for two or 
more growing seasons (biennial crops, however, will only survive for two growing 
seasons). 
 
Row-covers: Structure that is placed low to the ground, with transparent roofing, that 
protects an entire row of a crop from adverse weather or low temperatures.  (See also 
cold-frames, hoop houses and tunnel greenhouses.) 
 
Row-crop agriculture:  Agriculture that consists of a single crop that is sown in 
horizontal rows. 
 
Square-foot gardening:  Agriculture consisting of a square-foot space in which a 
variety of crops are sown and grown for food production.   
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Storage crops:  Crops that may be stored for relatively long periods of time.  Such 
crops include potatoes, onions, shallots, and other different types of produce.  Other 
crops may be preserved by freezing, pickling, or canning produce.   
 
Tunnel greenhouses:  Structures built in a semi-circular “tunnel” shape that are placed 
low to the ground, with transparent roofing, that protect crops from adverse weather or 
low temperatures.  (See also cold frames, hoop houses and row-covers.) 
 
Urban agriculture:  Agriculture that occurs in an urban (rather than a traditionally rural) 
setting.  This form of agriculture is often condensed into small areas (due to the lack of 
open space that occurs in urban areas) and may take place within buildings, on rooftop 
gardens, or other structures.  Furthermore, urban agriculture may utilize alternative 
methods of food production (such as hydroponics, a system in which produce is grown 
in a water-based system rather than in soil). 
 




































Interview Questions for Dr. Nick, Sustainability Coordinator 
 
Holly Myers, Dr. Holly Myers, Lecturer in the Department of Sustainability 
 
And Dr. Jane Rosser, Director of the Office of Service Learning 
 
1. What knowledge do you have about any attempts to make a community garden 
on campus? 
2. If you were not directly involved in the process of creating the garden, can you 
please leave the names of those who were involved so that I may contact them and 
possibly conduct an interview? 
3. How were you involved in the process of trying to initiate a community garden on 
campus?   
4. When was this community garden proposed? 
5. What sites were considered for the community garden?   Why were these sites 
considered over others? 
6. To your knowledge, was a written proposal or plan submitted for this community 
garden concept?   
7. Why do you feel the past community garden project did not reach success?  
(Lack of support, lack of funding, etc.) 
8. How do you think a community garden would benefit students/staff/faculty?   
9. Do you believe there is a support base for a community garden (i.e. would 
students be interested)? 
10. Do you currently wish to see a community garden on campus? 
 
 
Interview Questions for Patrick Hannan, Senior Executive Chef 
 
1. What knowledge do you have about any attempts to make a community garden on 
campus? 
2. If you were not directly involved in the process of creating the garden, can you 
please leave the names of those who were involved so that I may contact them and 
possibly conduct an interview?  
3. How were you involved in the process of trying to initiate a community garden on 
campus?  
4. When was this community garden proposed?  
5. What sites were considered for the community garden?   Why were these sites 
considered over others?  
6. To your knowledge, was a written proposal or plan submitted for this community 
garden concept?  
7. Why do you feel the past community garden project did not reach success?  (Lack of 
support, lack of funding, etc.)  
8. How do you think a community garden would benefit students/staff/faculty?  
9. Do you believe there is a support base for a community garden (i.e. would students 
be interested)? 
10. Do you currently wish to see a community garden on campus?  
11. If a community garden were established, do you think there would the potential to 
utilize foods produced from the garden in campus cuisine (i.e. sauces from 
vegetables grown, fresh vegetables/fruits/herbs, or preserved produce)?   
12. Do you happen to know how much of the food sold on campus by Chartwells is 
prepared from fresh ingredients, as opposed to ready-made, frozen 
meals/products?  (Just a rough estimate)  
13. Where does BGSU Dining/Chartwells acquire most of its fresh produce from?  
14. Which methods do BGSU Dining/Chartwells utilize to produce ethically 
sound/sustainable food?  (i.e. Organic, local food, Fair Trade, Gluten Free, Vegan, 
etc.)  
15. How much emphasis is placed on procuring sustainable food products, specifically 
focusing on organic or local food?   
You mentioned previously that you would be interested in having a community garden 
on campus, could you just elaborate a bit as to why?  
  
Interview Questions for Gretel Dentine, Garden Registrar for Eagle Heights Community 
Gardens at the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 
Jeff Meltzer, member of the Colby Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association, from 
Colby College in Waterville, Maine 
And Chelsea Graves, Garden Outreach and Education Coordinator at Virginia Tech 
 
1. What year was the University’s community garden first established? 
2. How is the community garden managed (i.e. by a student organization, 
department on campus, etc.)? 
3. When choosing a location for the community garden, what factors were taken 
into consideration?   
4. Can you please describe the location of the garden (i.e. does it have a nearby 
water supply, is it located centrally on campus, etc.) 
5. How is the community garden funded? 
6. How does the community garden would benefit students/staff/faculty?  
7. Is the garden utilized by any classes/organizations 
8. How is the produce grown in the garden utilized (i.e. by students, charity, in 
campus dining, etc.)?  Why was this option chosen? 
9. What kind of produce is grown in the garden, and what methods do you use to 
grow the produce?   
10. Do you utilize any methods to extend the growing season (if necessary)? 
 
The lot in question was purchased by Bowling Green State University in 1974, from the City of Bowling 
Green.  The City had owned the land since 1930, when it purchased the land from a local resident, Fred 
C. Moore.  Prior to this time, Moore’s family had owned the land for at least 20 years, and had used the 
land for agricultural purposes.  Moore filed a petition asking the city to vacate the land, after it was 
acquired, so no houses or streets were created on the parcel, although our records state that a landfill 
was created on the site at some point during the time that the City of Bowling Green claimed ownership 
of the plot (Tello).   
According to the Bowling Green City Public Works Department, the city built a waste water treatment 
plant on the site, which was in operation from 1944 to 1979.  In 1974, the land ownership was 
transferred to the University, and in 1979 the existing water treatment plant was vacated, and a new 
one was built off-campus by the city.  A hill and pond currently exist on this site.  The pond is formed 
from the remnants from a spoil field that was created when the water treatment plant was demolished, 
and the uncapped site is classified as a landfill.  The landfill on the site contains dirt and pipes that were 
left over from the water treatment plant (Tello). 
